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Photo by Canadian Pacific Railway 


Columbia Icefields, Alberta, Canada 
The Sunday School Times Tour to Alaska will be in this vicinity on July 5 
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READ what Mr. and Mrs. W. say: 


/ “Moody Annuities are 
l ‘ | : 

= good investments... 
\ 


we’ve been partners with"Moody Bible Institute 


a in the Lord’s work for more than 20 years— 
ae and not once during all these years has the 
2 Institute ever missed a single payment—or 
mn been late with a check. al 
ae 
—— 


Mrs. W. also added: 
“We’ve experienced the 
wonderful satisfaction and 
joy, too, that comes from 
having a part in winning 
the lost:for Christ.” 


-,..and that’s what we 
mean by 


DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS! 


If you are like many other 
Christians, you’re looking 
for security ... a regular, 
worry - free income, unaf- 
fected by the ups and downs 
’ of the stock market, “sput- 
niks” or world conditions. 
And in brief, that’s what 
you'll enjoy in the Moody 
Annuity Plan—assurance of 
@ generous, guaranteed in- 
come as long as you live (up 
to 8Y4,% return, depending 
on your age). Yes, you'll 
have peace of mind plus the 
joy and satisfaction of hav- 
ing a definite share in the 
Lord’s work. 


Send for your 


DOUBLE . 
DIVIDENDS 


820 N. LaSalle Street © 
C) Please 


Name 


send me 
story of the Moody 


A Moody representative pays these long-time annui- 
tants a visit. Annuitants are kept informed of Moody’s 
many ministries both by letter and personal visits of 
me men. 





Write: Annuity Department 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


without obligation, Double Dividends, 
Annuity 


(j Please send me information relating to Wills. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Contains a chart showing income rates for 
all ages, explains tax benefits, tells you all 
about the many ministries of MBI in which 
you'll have a share—and. how you can get 
started in the Moody Annuity Plan, 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY 


Dept. S-9-35-5 


Plan. 


Age 





Address 





City 
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Letters From Readers ; 
: Ci. eve 


Congratulations on ‘the 100th anni- 
versary of THE Sunpay ScHoo. Times! 
What a momentous occasion this is! 

We thank the Lord that this paper 
has remained true to the Word over all 
of these years and has so faithfully 
given scholastic and ponetical assistance 
to laity and clergy. 

Your centennial ‘edition has reached 
our office:-and we find it very interest- 
ing. You could undoubtedly write 
many volumes on the battles and dis- 
couragements, the joys and victories 
which accompany such a record. 

May God’s mighty hand continue to 
be upon you personally’ and upon the 
ministry of. THE SunpAyY SCHOOL ‘TIMES. 
—Lorne C. Sanny, president, the Navi- 
gators. 
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lesson for July 26 in this issue 





Lesson 4.—Courage in Crisis. 
Esther. 
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On Wings of Prayer 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


N WINGS of prayer the soul can 
reach that height 
Beyond annoyances of common day— 
The fret of care, the irksomeness of 


things 

Gone wrong, misunderstanding, or dis- 
may 

Of sorrow that cannot be borne. On 
wings 


Of prayer the heart will find the day 
still bright 

Above the storm cloud. And the soul 
that long 

Has risen to those daring heights will 
tend 

To soar yet higher, and with wings 
grown strong 

Will help to bear aloft a weaker friend. 


we 


Modernism Is Not New 


What we call “Modernism” is really 
old unbelief in new forms. It is rather 
surprising to find a description of it by 
Bishop J. C. Ryle that is quite applica- 
ble to conditions in our own day. Dr. 
Ryle was a well-known preacher and 
writer in the last century. In his very 
helpful book on “Holiness” (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J.) we find 
the following: “In reviews, magazines, 
newspapers, lectures, essays, and some- 
times even in sermons, scores of clever 
Writers are incessantly waging war 
against the very foundations of Chris- 
tianity. Reason, science, geology, an- 
thropology, modern discoveries, free 
thought are all boldly asserted to be on 
their side. No educated person, we are 
constantly told nowadays, can really 
believe supernatural religion, or the 





plenary inspiration of the Bible, or the 


possibility of miracles. Such ancient 
doctrines as the Trinity, the deity of 
Christ, the personality of the Holy 
Spirit, the atonement, the obligation of 
the Sabbath, the necessity and efficacy 
of prayer, the existence of the Devil, 
and the reality of future punishment, 
are quietly put on the shelf as use- 
less old almanacs, or contemptuously 
thrown overboard as lumber! And all 
this is done so cleverly, and with such 
an appearance of candour and liberal- 
ity, and with such compliments to the 
capacity and nobility of human nature, 
that multitudes of unstable Christians 
are carried away as by a flood, and be- 
come partially unsettled, if they do not 
make complete shipwreck of faith.” He 
continues: “The existence of this plague 
of unbelief must not surprise us for a 
moment. It is only an old enemy in a 
new dress, an old disease in a new form. 
. .. But as I tell you not to be surprised 
at the widespread scepticism of the 


b 


times, so also I must urge you not to 
be shaken in mind by it, or moved 
from your steadfastness. There is no 
Teal cause for alarm. The ark of God 
is not in danger, though the oxen seem 
to shake it. Christianity has survived 
the attacks of Hume and Hobbes and 
Tindal—of Collins and Woolston and 
Bolingbroke and Chubb—of Voltaire 
and Payne and Holyoak. These men 
made a great noise in their day, and 
frightened weak people; but they pro- 
duced no more effect than idle travel- 
lers produce by scratching their names 
on the great pyramid of Egypt. De- 
pend on it, Christianity in like manner 
will survive the attacks of the clever 
writers of these times. The startling 
novelty of many modern objections to 
Revelation, no doubt, makes them. seem 
more weighty than they really are. It 
does not follow, however, that hard 
knots cannot be untied because our 
fingers cannot untie them, or formid- 
able difficulties cannot be explained be- 
cause our eyes cannot see through or 
explain them. When you cannot an- 
swer a sceptic, be content to wait for 
more light; but never forsake a great 
principle. In religion, as in many scien- 
tific questions, said Faraday, ‘the high- 
est philosophy is often a judicious - 
suspense of judgment.’ He that believeth 
shall not make haste: he can afford to 
wait.” 


ve 


The Brevity of Time 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“Are there not twelve hours in the 
day?” (John 11:9.): 


stances under which these words 

of Christ were spoken. In the 
course of His journeyings He had 
withdrawn to beyond Jordan, and had 
been resting quietly there with His 
disciples when the tidings reached Him 
that Lazarus, His friend, was sick. To 
the consternation of His disciples He 
abode still where He was for two days, 
and seemed to take no notice whatever 
of the summons; and then. after two 
days He expressed His determination 
to go to Bethany. But His disciples 
reminded Him of the danger of going 
there. “The Jews of late sought to 
stone thee,” they said, “and goest thou 
thither again?” (John 11:8.), They be- 
sought Him not to run needlessly into 
danger. “Are there not twelve hours 
in the day?” said Jesus. “Why should 
I be afraid? No Jew can put forth his 
hand, or cast a stone and hurt Me, 


Ys will remember the circum- 


until God gives permission, until the 
last moment is ticked off on the dial of 
God’s purpose.” 

When we are brought into fellowship 
with our Lord, and into an acknowledg- 
ment of His claims upon our lives, if 
we are going to live according to the 
divine purpose; if our lives are to be 
full and fruitful, we shall need to fol- 
low Christ’s method of life, we shall 
need to remember that there are only 
twelve hours in the day, and we dare 
not waste one of them. At the same 
time we need have no restless, fretful 
anxiety as though our time and tasks in 
any sense were disproportionate. The 
secret df that victorious life is its iden- 
tification, by its character and witness, 
with the life of the Lord. There are 
twelve hours in the day, twelve hours 
for doing God’s will. There are twelve 
hours to the man who walks in the 
light; but to the man who turns from 
the light of the revealed pathway dark- 
ness comes, and he stumbles to his own 
hurt, and to the hurt of those with 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits” (Psa. 
103:2). 


as 

















whom he comes into contact. May we 
each one be adjusted to face aright our 
duty, our opportunity, and all else that 
lies for us betwixt the now and the 
then when we enter through the pearly 
gates into the City. 

By a consideration of Christ’s method 
along these simple lines, let me think 
with you of the twofold possible inter- 
pretation of them. Firstly, as to the 
shortness of the time—there are only 
twelve hours. And then as to the suf- 
ficiency of the time—there are fully 
twelve hours. 

First, the shortness of the time: only 
twelve hours! What an interpretation 
these words give of our Lord’s own 
life! What a blending there was of 
intense earnestness with calm regolute- 
ness in the life of our blessed Saviour! 
How full His life was, how full of 
tasks for the good of others, how full 
of peace! How wonderfully Christ 
lived in a sense of the brevity of time, 
and the urgency of opportunity; and 
how calmly He rested in the will of the 
Father! 

Incidentally, too, these words shed 
light upon the solidarity of life. For 
life is just one day at a time, but a day 
with twelve hours: the secular. hour 
and the sacred hour, the hour of sor- 
row and the hour of joy, the hour of 
loneliness, the hour of peril, the hour 
of fellowship. But the whole day, from 
dawn to sunset, the twelve hours are 
co-ordinated and related definitely by 
faith and obedience to the great pur- 
pose for which God has given us life— 
the glory of His name. But there are 
only twelve hours, and, therefore, the 
urgency of the present presses upon us 
all. 


Secondly, the sufficiency of the time. 
There are fully twelve hours. Christ 
Himself lived in this spirit. You can- 
not read the record of His earthly life 
without realizing the urge within Him 
of a dominant purpose. “I must work 
‘the works of him that sent. me, while it 
is day: the night cometh, when no man 
can work” (John 9:4). It is interesting 
in studying the record of Christ’s 
earthly life to notice the selective 
power that He manifested. The things 
that Jesus did not do are: almost as 
wonderful as the things He did do. 
Christ was concerned only with the 
things that matter. He had no time 
whatever to waste over things that were 
not vital. The true art of life for every 
one of us is to follow the Lord Jesus 
along this same line. True strength is 
derived from, and is the outcome of, 
the forsaking of the unimportant. There 
are so many unimportant things that 
crowd in on our lives, and how much 
of our strength we give to them—as if 
these things really mattered very much. 
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There are only twelve hours in the 
day. Do not give away your life for 
that which does not profit. God’s bless- 
ing never rests upon that which is 
unnecessary; it never rests in its multi- 
plying power upon the. unnecessary 
things with which so many of us crowd 
our lives to the exclusion of His will, 
and service, and purpose. Let the light 
of eternity fall on each of the twelve 
hours of time. Make your choice, order 
your life with calm, resolute courage in 
the light of this fact enunciated by the 
Lord Jesus. There are only twelve 
hours in the day for learning all the 
lessons that God would teach us. There- 
fore, do not waste one of them. Only 
twelve hours for the doing of His will, 
and for the saving of perishing souls. 
Let your life be given, then, in its 
entirety to Him who has given it to 
you as a treasure and a trust. 

But there are fully twelve hours. We 
see in the life of our blessed Lord a 
divine combination of consecration and 
calmness. He who lived in the spirit 
and sense of eternity, whose life was 
full of great tasks, hever manifested 
any sign of hurry. He whose life was 
full of interruptions never revealed one 
trace of distraction. He knew full well 
that the tasks were not too many for 
the time, that the time was not too 
short for the doing of His Father’s 
will. We so often tend to become over- 
heated, our character becomes super- 
ficial, our work is inefficient; we rush 
to get it over, for there are so many 
other tasks waiting to be done; we be- 
come irritated, just because we have 
not learned the secret of Christ’s calm- 
ness. There are fully twelve hours in 
the day. Hence there is time for med- 
itation in it in the busiest life, or other- 
wise life is busier than God ever 
intended it to be. God does not ask us 
to fight His battles with untested and 
unsharpened weapons. There are fully 
twelve hours in the day. Why, then, 
have we so little time for prayer, and 
for the study of His Word? 

Think of Christ’s fearless courage in 
the opposition that He faced when His 
disciples sought to draw Him back, 
and to deter Him from going along the 
pathway of His Father’s will. He knew 
full well that until] God gave the word, 
nothing could by any means foreharm 
Him. If you, too, realize this, no mat- 
ter what may be the strength of the 
opposition we must inevitably meet, not 
one blow will fall upon you until God 
wills it, and only then as the expression 
of His satisfaction in your faithfulness. 
There are fully twelve hours in the 
day: therefore, be calm; let not your 
heart be troubled, go through with God, 
and He will go through with you. Think 
of David Livingstone, forsaken by even 
his medicine carriers, and by his fol- 
lowers, in the heart of darkest Africa, 
who was content to’ go anywhere if it 
were only forward into the darkness, 
and who wrote with fever-enfeebled 
hands these words, “I am immortal till 
my work is done.” 

Perhaps the greatest peril that assails 
every one of us is that of attempting 
to add yet another hour by evading 


the Cross. We say, Life will be easier, 
more free from anxiety, if we are less 
faithful to Christ. Opposition will be 
less fierce, popularity will be mo 

easily achieved. Beware of yielding 

such’ a temptation, the temptation of 
taking the line of least resistance when 
crises are forced upon us. “If any man 
walk in the night, he stumbleth” (John 
11:10), says Jesus. Settle it here and 
now, as you have never settled any- 
thing in a spiritual or moral issue be. 
fore, that your life from henceforth, 
by the grace of God, shall be lived in 
the light of this plain declaration of 


(Continued on page 534) 
wy 





Notes on Open Letters 


Converting the Erring Sinner 


As a subscriber to the S. S. Tres 
for well over forty years, I am for the 
first time availing myself of the priv- 
ilege of “Notes on Open Letters.” 
Knowing that no single passage of 
the Bible can contradict the teaching 
of the Bible as a whole on any point 
of doctrine, I desire to know how the 
text of James 5:19, 20 can be ex- 
plained in view of the fact (as I am 
firmly convinced) expressed in “Once 
saved, always saved.” Of course, by 
“saved,” I mean “having been really 
saved.” 

I have been the head of a yearly 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times club for many 
years. Very few, who have had the 
privilege of being subscribers, have 
ever felt that they could surrender 
their joy and satisfaction in reading 
the S. S. Times. It seems to be a case 
of “Once a subscriber, always a sub- 
scriber”!—A Maine reader. 


The verses in question read: “Breth- 
ren, if any of you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him; let him know, 
that he which converteth the sinner 
from the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death, and shall hide a mul- 
titude of sins.” Evidently the corre- 
spondent’s problem is this: How can 
one of the “brethren,” which in the 
New Testament generally refers to be- 
lievers, be lost and need to be converted 
again? 

There seem to be two possible ex- 
planations here. The Epistle of James 
was written “to the twelve tribes which 
are scattered abroad.” Therefore the. 
word “brethren” in verse 19 might pos- 
sibly refer to one of the Jewish breth- 
ren not yet saved by faith in the Gos- 
pel. But a second and more likely ex- 
planation arises out of the meaning of 
the preposition in the phrase “any of 
you.” The Greek here warrants the 
translation “any among you,” and there- 
fore might apply to someone associated 
with: the brethren, or true _ believers, 
and yet one not really saved. Verse 20 
is of course clear, meaning that the one 
whom God uses to convert a sinner 
thereby hides a multitude of sins, not 
his own, but the sinner’s sins, through 
the blood of Christ. It is the sinner 
who through conversion is saved from 
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1. A Century of Protestant Missionary Work in Japan 


What happened when. a Japanese offering basket was used 


had begun to move the hearts of 

men with the need of evangeliz- 
ing Japan. William Ropes, -a Christian 
merchant of Boston, living in Brook- 
line, Mass., Held a monthly prayer meet- 
ing for the conversion of the world. 
When the first offering was taken the 
question arose how to use it. On the 
table was a basket of Japanese work- 
manship, so Mr. Ropes suggested the 


AC EARLY as the year 1828 God 


money be given for the evangelization 


of the land from which it came. Other 
contributions followed and by the time 
the American Board of Commissioner's 
for Foreign Missions opened work in 
Japan in 1869, there was the sum of 
$4,000 to the credit of the new mission. 

Until 1854, however, Japan was fast 
closed to intercourse with the outside 
world, following the suppression of Jes- 
uitism in the early seventeenth cen- 
tury. It was Commodore Perry who 
opened Japan to western influence, and 
acting as interpreter to the expedition 
was Dr. S. Wells Williams who had 
learned Japanese with Dr. Gutzlaff in 
Macao, from some shipwrecked Japa- 
nese sailors. In 1858 Dr. Williams was 
again able to visit Japan and he wrote 
to the American Episcopal Church for 
a missionary or two to teach English in 
exchange for learning Japanese, “both 
of them full of love for souls and ear- 
nest in leading men to the: Saviour.” 
Also in Perry’s expedition was Marine 
Jonathan Goble, who, when offered pro- 
motion because of his devotion to duty, 
asked to be allowed instead to go ashore 
in Japan whenever possible. Permis- 
sion was granted for this, and the in- 
formation gained he used in lectures 
in the States, before eventually return- 
ing to Japan as a missionary. 

It was the year 1859 that saw the 
beginnings of settled missionary work 
in Japan. Early in that year the Rev. 
John Liggins and the Rev. C. M. 
Williams of the American Episcopal 


Church proceeded to Japan from China,. 


Settling in Nagasaki. They were joined 
there in November by the Rev. Guido 
Verbeck of the Reformed Church in 
America, his wife arriving in Decem- 
ber. The other missionary beachhead 
was at Kanagawa (Yokohama) where 
on October 18, 1859, Dr. J. C. Hepburn, 
MD., landed with his wife to begin 
work for the American Presbyterian 
Board; while November saw the arrival 
of the Rev. S. R. Brown and Dr. B. 
Simmons, M.D., both of the Reformed 
Church. ’ 


FORMIDABLE DIFFICULTIES 

The early missionaries faced formida- 
ble difficulties. Christianity was banned 
by a number of edicts, with death 
as the penalty for embracing that faith. 
The ‘workers were regarded with great 
Suspicion, and it was impossible to get 
language teachers, so new words had 


Mr. Gosden joined the Japan Evan- 
gelistic Band in 1933, and served in 
Japan both before and after World 
War II. From 1947 to 1952 he was 
general secretary of the Society in 
London, and later served as acting 
field director in Japan. He has writ- 
ten a number of books and pam- 
phlets on Japanese themes. The 
American headquarters of the Band 
are at 5101 Granada St., Los Angeles - 
42. His article will be concluded in 
next week’s issue. 








to be picked up as possible. ‘No Jap- 
anese would risk his life to help in 
translating the Scriptures, but Bibles 
in Chinese could be circulated among 
scholars who could read that language. 
It is not surprising that in the thirteen 
years up to 1872 only ten converts 
were baptized! 

The year 1868 saw the restoration of 
the Emperor and the abolition of the 
shogunate, and, though these were for- 
ward moves, the government was still 
reluctant to repeal the anti-Christian 
edicts. The following year brought the 
Rev. George Ensor’ of the Church ;Mis- 
sionary Society to Nagasaki, the first 
missionary -from England, and _ in 
the same year American missionaries 
reached out to Tokyo and Niigata, and 
in 1870 to Kobe. ' 

It was not until. February 19, 1873, 
that the government authorized the re- 
moval of the boards bearing the anti- 
Christian edicts, which had been a 
stranglehold upon the infant Christian 
movement. Yet one year earlier, on 
March 10, 1872, the first Japanese Chris- 
tian church had been organized in 
Yokohama with eleven members. The 
first pastor was the Rev. J. H. Ballagh, 
five of whose grandchildren served in 
Japan, and. two of whose great-grand- 
children are there today in the family 
tradition. 


The year 1873 brought several firsts: © 


the first public preaching of the Gospel 
in Kobe and Osaka; and the first Sun- 
day school in the Japanese - language, 
which was held in Kobe. The first 
church in Tokyo was organized on 
September 20, 1873, by the American 
Presbyterian Mission, and the mission- 
ary body in Japan at the end of that 
year numbered _ eighty-seven. 
American Episcopal Methodists, the 
Canadian Methodists, and the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel 
opened work in Japan during that year. 


INDIGENOUS PRINCIPLES 


It is interesting ‘to note that indige- 
nous principles were in the minds of the 
missionaries from the outset. The Rev. 
D. C. Greene (American Board Mission) 
wrote: “God has seen fit to make the 


influence of missionary work in Japan 


The - 


By ERIC W. GOSDEN 


felt first and most strongly by the in- 
telligent classes. The large majority of 
those who have become Christians 
hitherto are of this class, both here 
(Kobe) and in Yokohama and Yedo 
(Tokyo). Whatever may be right else- 
where, there ought to be no question . 
about having the Japanese support their 
own pastors and build their own 
churches from almost the first, if not 
from the very first.” Yet the depend- 
ence of the church in Japan on mission 
aid for decades to follow would seem 
to: indicate a departure from this prin- 
ciple at some time. 

God was moving in southwest Japan 


‘in the years 1873-1874, and on. April 


19, 1874, the first church in Kobe was. 
organized with eleven members, while 
on May 24 the first Osaka church’ with 
seven members came into being. Of 
the nine men:and five women in the 
Kobe Church in June, eight of the men 
desired to be trained for preaching the 
Gospel! They felt church membership 
implied the preaching of the -Word! 
“Would God that all the. Lord’s people 
were prophets” (Num. 11:29). 

By a resolution passed-in 1872 at a 
gathering of missionaries, it had been 
recommended that all churches. should 
form a single denomination in Japan, 
but in the fall of 1874 churches were 
organized in Yokohama and Tokyo on 
a Presbyterian basis. Today almost 
every denomination is represented in 
Japan, and the great number of unre-~ 
lated postwar groups seems to call for 
some closing of the ranks. It is in- 
teresting that both the British Baptists 
and the United Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland sent missions to Japan in the 
early days, but later left the field to 
their American counterparts. 


SoME JAPANESE MOVEMENTS 


About this time commenced some 
Japanese movements worthy of nate: 
Joseph Hardy . Niijima, desirous of 
learning English, had worked his way 
to Boston, where, befriended by Hon. 
Alpheus Hardy, he had been sent to 
Amherst College and Andover Theologi- 
cal Seminary. Returning to Japan in 
1874 he was instrumental in starting the 
Doshisha University on November 29, 
1875, with eight students. The insti- - 
tution has grown tremendously, though 
its Christian testimony iS not so evan- 
gelical as at first, 

Captain Janes, while teaching English 
in Kumamoto, greatly .impressed his 
students by his consistent life. He 
started a voluntary Bible class in his 
home and many were so blessed that 
on the last Sunday of January, 1876, a 
number of these young men entered 
into a solemn pledge -to follow Christ 
and “to enlighten the darkness of the 
Empire by preaching the Gospel, even 
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East News Service, edited by Mr. 

Dick Hillis from headquarters in 
Manila, carries some of the most in- 
teresting and authentic missionary news 
available to me. The May release con- 
tains a report of the church in Red 
China, and I would like to quote the 
entire first page: 
_ “On April 27, Miss Helen Willis ar- 
rived in this city (Hong Kong), the 
latest missionary to be expelled from 
Red China. In mid-April Miss Willis 
was brought to trial and convicted on 
charges of being a Rightist, helping a 
pastor, slandering the People’s Govern- 
ment, and circulating the books of 
Wang Ming Tao. As a result, her book- 
room was confiscated and she was 
ordered to leave the country. The fol- 
lowing are some of Miss Willis’s revela- 
tions of present conditions: 

“Wang Ming Tao, China’s best loved 
pastor, underwent such bitter torture 
and anguish that his mind failed him, 
and he signed a confession. Released 
from prison, he kept saying, ‘I am 
Judas.’ Later on, as he recovered his 
strength and mental faculties, he re- 
turned to the authorities and renounced 
his confession. As a result of this 
courageous conviction, Pastor Wang and 
his wife are back in prison again. 

“Some of the finest pastors have 
weakened their stand under constant 
pressure. This past year, Shanghai’s 
150 churches were consolidated by the 
government into 20 state churches. All 
too often, sermons are political speeches, 
stressing love for the state. Pastors 
cannot pray during visitation. One of 
them confessed to Miss Willis: ‘We have 
to tell lies or we won’t get through.’ 

“Many young people have maintained 
a clear witness at great personal cost. 
Key students have been reduced to 
campus servants because of their stand 
for Christ. When they separate, they 
say to each other: ‘We may meet in- 
side [prison] .next time.’ - Some have 
been sentenced to eight or ten years 
in work camps, but maintain their 
radiance. One imprisoned pastor could 
get out of prison if he would stop 
praying, but: he refuses to do so. The 
police claim that his praying shows he 
is mentally unbalanced and not fit to 
be released. Another was severely crit- 
icized for a written request for prayer 
for China’s deliverance from spiritual 
darkness. The Reds insist that with 
Communism’s light, China cannot be in 
darkness. 

. “Any minister who remains true is 
either under attack or under careful 
surveillance. The C.I.M. and Hudson 


T HE Church in Red China.—The Far 


Taylor especially have been very bit- 
terly attacked. Miss Willis had to burn 
her Chinese prayer list, so as not to en- 
danger those for whom she was inter- 
ceding. 
Though 


unrest. 
the 


There is 
oppression 


growing 
increases, 


Church seems to grow even stronger 
in some quarters.” 


Shocking Statistics on Alcoholism.— 
Just what effect warnings and wide- 
spread exposure of the consequences 
have upon the problem of alcoholism 
in our country, I do not know, but the 
Department of Commerce has recently 
released some shocking figures on the 
subject, statistics somewhat delayed in 
publication by the Government. Ex- 
penditures for alcoholic beverages in 
the United States in 1957 struck a new 
high, a total of $10,700,000,000, as com- 
pared with $8,790,000,000 in 1950, $3,870,- 
000,000 in 1940, and $2,800,000,000 in 1934. 
In other words, the amount of money 
spent on alcoholic beverages in our 
country has increased over 500 per cent 
in less than a quarter century. In com- 
parison, the entire amount of money 
spent in our country during the same 
year for religious and welfare activities 
was $3,607,000,000. 

Occasionally statistics appear relative 
to a specific area. For example, a 
recent survey in San Francisco revealed 
that in a population of 800,000, there 
are approximately 103,000 alcoholics, of 
which 26,000 are classified as chronic 
cases, that is, problem drinkers with 
recognizable physical or mental com- 
plications. This is the estimate set forth 
in a report of the United Committee 
Fund of San Francisco. This California 
city has the largest percentage of al- 
coholics of any large city in the United 
States. This is probably not unrelated 
to the fact that San Francisco has one 
of the lowest averages of church at- 
tendance of any large city in the United 
States, as Billy Graham discovered 
when conducting his great campaign 
there some months ago. 

The problem of alcoholism is trou- 
bling many other nations as well. In 
France, 19 per cent of those answering 
the questionnaire indicated that they 
did not drink; 50 per cent said they 
drank occasionally, and 30 per cent, 
frequently. In Great Britain, 62 per 
cent drink occasionally, 11 per cent 
frequently, and 27 per cent, not at all. 
In Italy, 58 per cent drink occasionally, 
and 18 per cent frequently. The drink- 
ing habits of two nations were surprising 
to me: in Japan, 58 per cent of those 
responding said they did not drink, and 
in the large cities of Brazil, 57 per cent. 


American Bible Society Figures and 
Plans.—The American Bible Society has 
announced that during 1958 this or- 
ganization distributed 42,692 free copies 
of the Gospels, Acts, Psalms, and the 
New Testament to matriculates and 
graduates in the nation of India; also, 
45,468 talking book records for the blind. 
Some years ago I was in correspondence 
with the American Bible Society re- 
garding a project that apparently is 
now going to be undertaken in co- 
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operation with the United Bible So. 
ciety, namely, a world-wide five-year 
study of the use of the Bible in the 
churches. The chairman of the com- 
mittee is the Rev. Edwin H. Robertson, 
study secretary for the United Bible 
Society in London. The American 
chairman is the Rev. Carl W. Larson, a 
minister of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church. This is a vast undertaking, and 
all will hope that it will be done with 
thoroughness. 


The Seventh Annual Bible Study 
Congress was held in Jerusalem during 
April of this year. Most of the ad- 
dresses were devoted to the subject of 
the relevancy of the prophetic writings 
of the Old Testament to our day. For 
centuries, the larger proportion of study 
and discussion among Hebrew scholars 
has been devoted to the Torah, the 
Five Books of Moses, but on this oc- 
casion, attention was concentrated for 
the most part on the predictions of 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah, especially as 
‘they relate to the return of Israel to 
Palestine. 

I have written to Israel requesting 
copies of these messages, if available. 
If these are received, I shall consider 
this most interesting theme with more 
detail in a later issue of THE SuNDAY 
Scuoo. Times. The Israel Society for 
Biblical Research now has a member- 
ship of over two thousand. 





Sermon on the Mount Distribution in 
the Philippines—One of the most in- 
teresting items concerning the influence 
of the Word of God that I have seen 
for some time comes from Manila in 
the Philippines. The Philippine Bible 
House has just undertaken the distri- 
bution of 120,000 copies .of the Sermon 
on the Mount in the Manila area, its 
specific purpose being “to encourage 
and foster Christian principles in a gov- 
ernment plagued by graft and corrup- 
tion.” 


Evangelism in Indonesia.—The official 
organ of the China Inland Mission, The 
Millions, always well edited and full of 
interesting material, recently issued 
some statistics regarding Indonesia, to 
the evangelization of which so many 
groups are now giving most serious at- 
tention. Indonesia stretches along the 
equator for about three thousand miles. 
The islands have a combined land area 
of some 735,000 square miles. From 
east to west, Indonesia is as wide a8 
the distance from New York to San 
Francisco, and from north to south, 
the distance from Toronto, Canada, to 
Palm Beach, Florida, about 1200 miles. 
The land area is equal to one-half the 
continent of Europe. The total popu- 
lation is 84,000,000,. which makes this 
land sixth in size of population among 
the larger nations. It is also the world’s 
largest Moslem country, with 75,000,000 - 
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followers of Mohammed. In Indonesia 
there are 4,000 Protestant congregations, 
and 500 missionaries. Freedom of re- 
ligion has been the law of the land, but 
this vast area is now seriously threat- 
ened with Communist rule. If this oc- 
curs, one can depend upon it that the 
day of vigorous evangelization will be 
over. 


World Poll on Immortality.—The New 
York Herald Tribune recently printed 
a survey of the World Poll regarding 
belief in immortality. Of course, a 
poll such as this cannot be considered 
comprehensive. 
as to the class of people included in the 
survey, but the resulting statistics are 
interesting. 

Of the nine countries surveyed, Italy 
had the highest percentage of people 
believing in life after death, 51 per 
cent; with 28 per cent believing it 
likely, and only 21 per cent consider- 
ing it unlikely or indicating they did 
not know. In France, only 31 per cent 
believe in life after death, and in Ger- 
many, to my surprise, only 28 per cent, 
with 19 per cent thinking it likely, and 
53 per cent saying “no.” The most 
tragic report came from Japan, where 
only 9 per cent indicated belief in life 
after death, 21 per cent thought it 
likely, but 70 per cent expressed no 
hope for a future life. 


Free Literature in Railroad Stations. 
—Personally, I do not know what can 
be done about this, if anything, but I 
was disturbed to notice, while speaking 
in various cities of New England in 
May, that in the three or four railroad 
stations in which it was necessary for 
me to spend some time, racks of abun- 
_ dant free literature set up by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and the Christian 
Science Church were much in evidence, 
but nowhere in any station did I see 
any literature being distributed by any 
Protestant Church or evangelical so- 
ciety. Cannot the National Association 
of Evangelicals or the New England 
Fellowship undertake a program to cor- 
rect this situation? 


The Mennonite Brethren in Christ 
Church of Pennsylvania at a _ recent 
conference session (April 11, 1959) 
voted to change its name to the Bible 
Fellowship Church. The reason for the 
change was a desire to have a name 
that would more accurately represent 
the evangelical position of the church. 

The church had its beginning as one 
Congregation in 1857 in Upper Milford, 
Pa. Today there are 45 churches located 
in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsyl- 
vania. The church fully supports 46 
foreign missionaries through various in- 
terdenominational boards. There are 
also 9 home mission churches. 


Catholic Increase in the United States. 
~~ recent issue of Time magazine car- 
Ties an announcement—almost unbe- 
lievable, but I am sure the editors have 
adequate statistical support for it—that 
the number of Roman Catholics. in the 
United States has increased 47.8 per 
cent in nine years. In 1958 alone, the 








number of Roman Catholics in the 





There is no indication’ 





United States increased 3,481,498. For 
the thirteenth consecutive year, the 
church reported more than 100,000 adult 
converts. There are today in America 
over 52,000 priests and 165,000 nuns and 
sisters. For the first time in United 


States history, Congress has more Ro- . 


man Catholics in its membership than 
any other one religious group. 


Belgian Institute of Archaeology 
Building.—The Belgian Friends of the 
Hebrew University raised a gift of 
seven million francs for the building of 


the Queen Elizabeth of Belgium In- - 


stitute of Archaeology in Jerusalem. 
The structure was dedicated by Queen 
Elizabeth herself on March 13, in the 
presence of a distinguished audience. 
With the opening of this institution, the 
University’s Department of Archaeol- 
ogy, established twenty-three years ago, 
has a permanent home. There are fifty- 
three students now enrolled in this de- 
partment, with three or four graduate 
students each year. It is here that 
much of the material on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls is deposited. The late Professor 
Sukenik of this institution discovered 
remains of the third wall of Jerusa- 
lem; others have unearthed the mo- 
saic pavement of a number of ancient 
synagogues, and have uncovered the 
ancient Jewish town and necropolis at 
Beth Sherim. Members of the Belgian 
Institute of Archaeology are now en- 
gaged in the vast excavations at Hat- 
zor, the Old Testament town of Hazor. 


Evangelizing Malaya’s New Villages. 
—The latest issue of The Millions has 
an interesting article on the so-called 
New Villages of Malaya. During the 
time that Communism threatened that 
country, the millions of inhabitants 
were brought into villages, to lessen 


the danger of Red infiltration in the - 


jungles. Now that the people are again 
permitted to move outside of these 
villages, few seem to want to do so, 
»Preferring to live in these new commu- 
nities. There are over six hundred of 
these villages in Malaya, many having 
a population exceeding 5,000,.and some 
with as many as 17,500 inhabitants. 

It was to meet the spiritual need of 
the New Village Chinese that the China 
Inland Mission Overseas Missionary Fel- 
lowship began work in Malaya in 1951. 
Their present field force consists of 116 
workers -established in 43 main centers. 
The article states: “At present we have 
almost unlimited freedom to preach the 
Gospel to them. In different villages 
the people vary in their degree of 
friendlinéss toward the missionary and 
their willingness to accept the Message.” 


Missions in Formosa.—Before 1949, 
there was only one missionary board 
working on the island of Formosa; to- 
day there are sixty. The number of 
missionaries has increased from 12 to 
465. Although only two per cent of the 
people of this nation are Christians, in 
two universities about twenty-five per 
cent of the students are professing 
Christians. 


Missions in Brazil Threatened.—Lu- 
therans in the country of Brazil now 
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number over 500,000, the largest Prot- 
estant group in Latin America. The 
Missionary Broadcaster warns that 
Protestant activity among Indians in 
Brazil may be jeopardized by action of 
the government’s Society for the Pro- 
tection of Indians. A report sent to the 
Brazilian Congress claims that mission- 
aries are turning the Indians against the 
government, thus threatening national 
security, and using religion as a means 
to exploit natural resources such as 
gold, diamonds, and oil. 


Chapels at Idlewild Airport—At the 
Idlewild Airport in New York City, 
where perhaps more planes arrive and 
leave every twenty-four hours than at 
any other air terminal in the world, 
chapels are being planned for Roman 
Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish faiths. 
Construction on the Jewish Interna- 
tional Chapel, to cost $250,000 has al- 
ready begun. It is made of Israeli 
limestone, and is being erected under the 
supervision of the New York Board of 
Rabbis, an association of Orthodox, 
Conservative, and Reformed rabbis in 
the New York area. It will seat be- 
tween 100 and 150 persons, and will 
have a reading room. The chapel will 
also be used as a center for the distri- 
bution of literature of all recognized 
Jewish organizations and _ institutions. 

The Roman Catholic Chapel, com- 
pleted in 1955, has a seating capacity of 
about 300. One Mass is celebrated there 
each day, and five on Sunday. 

The Protestant Chapel, sponsored by 
the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York, will be the first building of 
its kind for Protestants in any airport 
in this: country, and will cost approxi- 
mately $200,000. It will normally seat 
about 100, but can be expanded to ac- 
commodate 250. It will have a full- 
time staff, headed by a minister, and 
regular services will be scheduled for 
Sundays and holy days. 


Tibet’s “God-King” and Christ.—“The 
Flight of the God-King” was the head- 
ing given an article in a well-known 
newspaper, describing the flight of the 
Dalai Lama from his palace at Lhasa 
in Tibet. In reading this, I could not 
help recalling at once another Person, 
true God, true man, and King of kings, 
who did not flee when the hour of dark- 
ness arrived. How pitiful for one to 
take the title “God” and then have to 
flee from men. God is omnipotent. 

Years ago I read a number of books 
on Tibet, always a fascinating subject, 
in which some of the authors claimed 
that these Tibetans could perform mir- 
acles, and that Tibet was demon-ridden. 
The former assertion I do not believe, 
but no doubt there is a great deal of 
demonism in Tibet. Even the demons, 
however, seem to be completely helpless 
in the advance of these Communist 
Chinese hordes. Of what value are all 
the magical practices of the Tibetans, 
and this elevation of a citizen to deity, 
if they are. helpless in the face of in- 
vading enemies? 

How different. is the account of the 
last days of our Lord, when His enemies 
were multiplying in number and He 
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knew they were to put Him to death! 
In the Garden, one of Jesus’ disciples 
drew his sword and struck the servant 
of the high priest, cutting off his ear, 
and Jesus commanded, “Put up again 
thy sword into its place: for all they 
that. take the sword shall perish with 
the sword. Or thinkest thou that I can- 
not beseech my Father, and he shall 
even now send me more than: twelve 
legions of angels? How then should the 
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must 
be? In that hour said Jesus to the mul- 
titudes, Are ye come out as against a 
robber with swords and staves to seize 
me? I sat daily in.the temple teaching, 
and ye took me not. But all this is 
come. to pass, that the scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled. Then all 
the disciples left him, and fled” (Matt. 
26:52-56). 

The Dalai Lama cannot speak about 
the true God as his “father” because he 
does not know God. He does not dare 
say that some divine being could send 
him “more than twelve legions of an- 
gels.” The Tibetan ruler cannot point 
to any prophetic . Tibetan: scriptures 
which are being fulfilled in his tragic 
experiences. The Dalai Lama does not 
feel called upon to die for his people. 
How different is all of this from the 
life of the incarnate Son of God! 


Foreign Missionaries in India.—The 
number of foreign missionaries, Catholic 
and Protestant, working in India is 
showing an annual decrease because of 
government restrictions. In 1956, there 
were 5,691 missionaries in that country, 
in 1957, 5,521, and in 1958, 4,844. The 
government policy is that in the future 
those coming to that land as mission- 
aries must have special qualifications 
for specific work for which the natives 
in India are not available. While the 
largest number of missionaries in India 
last year came from the United States, 
1,821, the next largest group was from 
Italy, 643, Roman Catholic priests, of 
course. 


Alcohol’s Satanic Curse—I do not 
want to become fanatical on any ethi- 
cal principle, and have never been 
known as a fanatic on the subject of 
total abstinence, though I personally 
practice it, of course. Alcoholism in 
our country, however, is nothing less 
than a satanic curse, and it is getting 
worse. Several weeks ago I made a 
three-hour train trip from Chicago to 
_ Peoria, and it seems to me—and I have 
not just come out of a monastic cell to 
behold the evils of our generation—that 
nine-tenths of all the illuminated signs 
on buildings along that route, which 
for the most part follows the Illinois 
River, identified places where liquor 
could be purchased. There must have 


- been hundreds of them—and almost 


nothing else. The moment one sits 
down in a dining car on a train’or in a 
restaurant, even before a glass of water 
‘is served, he is asked, “What will ‘you 
have from the bar?” Often I hear com- 


plaints of people who when ‘traveling : 


in planes and expecting dinner between 
6:30 and 7 have had to wait until 8:30 
or later, until all those on the plane 
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who drink have had as much champagne 
as they can hold—and dinner will not 
be served until this is completed. 

The latest figures for expenditures for 
alcoholic beverages in our country cover 
1957, and reach a total of $9,140,000, as 
compared with $3,870,000 in 1940. The 
total annual expenditure for religious 
and welfare activities in our country is 
$3,607,000.. During 1957 the amount spent 
for tobacco products was _ $6,070,000, 
which, in spite of reports indicating that 
much cancer is caused by smoking, is 
nearly double the 1946 figure. The total 
amount spent for books and maps in 
1957 was $1,026,000. 

I have no solution to this problem, 
and do not know how to persuade men 
to stop drinking, and I am not engaged 
in proposing legislation to control the 
sale of alcohalic beverages. But two 
things I know: If we continue on this 
spiral of heavy drinking and consequent 


drunkenness, we will be unable to meet 


a strong enemy attack; and, when a 
man receives the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, he is indeed delivered from 
this curse. 


Liberal for San Francisco Seminary 
Protested.—The First Presbyterian 
Church of Glendale, one of the strong- 
est churches of that denomination on 
the West Coast, with over three thou- 
sand members, has memorialized the 
General Assembly, by unanimous action 
of its session, to deny the confirmation 


-of Dr. Theodore A. Gill, the president- 


elect of the San Francisco Theological 
Seminary in San Anselmo. The Glen- 
dale overture reads in part as follows: 
“This session has heard with great con- 
cern the statements made in print and 
otherwise by the present acting presi- 
dent of San Francisco Theological Sem- 
inary. ... We particularly refer to the 
editorial . . . entitled ‘A Choice of Mir- 
acles’ .. . We find that no one could 
possibly recite the Apostles Creed with 
honesty and still agree with the ex- 
pressed liberal beliefs of Dr. Gill; and 
the thought of subjecting our ministe- 
rial students to such bizarre Biblical 
interpretations is extremely objection- 
able. We therefore request the General 
Assembly to deny the confirmation of 
Dr. Gill to such a position in our de- 
nomination.” 


Back to the Bible Broadcast: An- 
niversary.—The well-known Back to 
the Bible Broadcast, under the capable 
leadership of the Rev. Theodore H. Epp, 
is celebrating its twentieth anniversary. 
This work began in 1939 with a fifteen- 
minute, five-day-a-week program over 
a 250-watt station. Today this same 
group releases 1500 thirty-minute pro- 
grams each week around the world. 
A staff of two hundred is employed at 
the home office in Lincoln, Nebr., and 
in the branch offices. At the present 
time, 237 missionaries serving under 
various faith mission boards receive 
funds through the broadcast, sent by 
listeners. Twenty-three of ‘these broad- 


‘casts ‘are in the French and German 


languages: : 
The distribution of literature has be- 
come a major factor in Mr. Epp’s min- 
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istry. During 1958 over 6,000,000 pieces 
of Gospel literature were distributed 
through this work, and the two book 
clubs are the means of circulating over 
100,000 books annually. 


Prevailing Prayer for Japan—bDr, 
Carlton Booth, professor of evangelism 
at Fuller Seminary, sends a most ip. 
teresting communication from Osaka, 
Japan, where he has been participating 
in a great conference for pastors, pro- 
moted by World Vision. 

“The work of the Crusade continues 
to move forward day by day and night 
by night on a miracle basis. Mission- 
aries of many years and respected na- 
tional leaders as well, all tell us there 
is no explanation for what we are see- 
ing apart from the mighty convicting, 
and converting, and regenerating work 
of the Holy Spirit, in answer to much 
earnest, prevailing prayer. Cablegrams 
continue to come from all parts of the 
world telling us of groups of believers 
who are praying daily for Osaka. One 
pastor sent word from high up in the 
mountains of Assam that he has 1,500 
of his people throughout that tribal 
area organized to pray daily for the 
meetings here! Three hundred Chris- 
tian businessmen from this Osaka-Kobe- 
Kyoto area have been meeting in a 
school at seven o’clock every Monday 
morning for the past two years praying 
for something like this, and last night 
in Festival Hall one of the leaders of 
this movement, Mr. Sakata, a manu- 
facturer and exporter of ink, told the 


crowd that this Crusade was born in' 


those Monday morning prayer meet- 
ings:.... 


“The accent throughout is on the 


Christians inviting their non-Christian | 


friends to the meetings. And they are’ 
doing it. One businessman burst into 
my room early yesterday morning on 
his way to his office, threw both arms 
around me and said in very broken 
English which I--could barely under- 
stand, “You can’t know what this Cru- 
sade has done for my family; and last 
night one of my friends accepted Christ, 
and I have just talked with them for 
an hour.” All the time he was mopping 
the tears off his cheeks with his hand- 
kerchief. Another man gave ten tickets 
to ten of his friends; they all came to 
the service; all went forward; and all 
made a clear-cut decision to follow 
Christ.” 


The latest statistics on Israel I am 
sure will be of interest to all who read 
these columns: : 
Area: 7,922.6 square miles 
Population: On March 1, 1959, 2,054,434 
Immigration: May 15, 1948, to Feb- 
ruary 28, 1959, 930,079. March 1, 
1958, to February 28, 1959, 31,515. 

Towns: 53 towns and urban settle- 
ments, including Jerusalem, the 
capital (156,000); Tel Aviv (380,- 
000); and Haifa (170,000). 

Villages: 859 (450 established since 
1948); 28 private farming villages, 
347 smallholders settlements; F 
collective settlements, . 141 other 
Jewish villages, and 103 Arab vil- 
lages. 
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lesson for July 26 


(Continued from page 529) 

at the sacrifice of their lives.” This 
was the signal for a general persecution 
of the lads of the Kumamoto Band, as 
they came to be known, but some thirty 
stood firm, many of them later becom- 
ing Christian leaders. It is a sad fact 
that Captain Janes later sought to de- 
stroy the faith he once so ardently pro- 
fessed. 

In Sapporo (Hokkaido), during his 
stay of one brief year, a similar move- 
ment centered around the witness of 
Col. W. S. Clarke, another teacher of 
English. There some fifteen lads cov- 
enanted to follow Christ, and the fol- 
lowing’ year Kanzo Uchimura joined 
the group. He is remembered today 
as the founder of the well-established 
Mukyokai (“No church”) Group, which 
holds Christian lectures on a no-church 
basis and has some fifty to seventy 
thousand adherents. 

The infant church was not without 
its dangers. Nationalism was in the 
air even as early as 1875, when an 
elder and ten members seceded from 
a Tokyo church to form a “Japan 
Church” emphasizing antiforeign prin- 
ciples. The Rev. J. T. Gulick wrote 
prophetically and truly in 1878, “It be- 
comes more and more evident that the 
strongest opponent to Christianity in 
Japan will not be Buddhism but ma- 
terialism; not the religions and super- 
stitions of old Japan but the skepticism 
of modern Europe.” Nevertheless the 
Buddhists and Shintoists still opposed 
the Gospel by threats and pamphlets 
at public meetings. One man named 
Fukuzawa in 1882 started the newspa- 
per Jiji Shimpo (still in existence to 
this day), attacking Christianity as det- 
rimental to the national welfare, though 
he himself professed no religion. 


WIDESPREAD SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION 


With the completion of the New 
Testament in Japanese in 1880, wide- 
spread distribution of the Scriptures 
took on new momentum. In Ueno 
Park, Tokyo, in the same year, a large 
public meeting was attended by some 
thousands, whereas a few years earlier 
it was dangerous even to attend a Chris- 
tian house meeting. God was working, 
and in 1883 Japan came very near to 
seeing revival. ‘ 

The movement seemed to begin with 
an address by the Rev. J. M. Ballagh at 
the missionary conference on April 16, 
1883, when his’ subject was, “The Need 
and Promise of the Power of the Holy 
Spirit in Our Work as Missionaries.” 
A tender’ spirit of expectancy was 
abroad, and reports of those days tell 
of a real sense of personal sin, an 
earnest desire for the spiritual welfare 
of others, of hundreds flocking to the 
churches, and of permanent results. 
Some even anticipated Japan’s becoming 
a Christian nation by 1900, for in the 
Six years, 1882-1888, church member- 
Ship increased from 4,367 to 25,514. 

However, the remainder of the nine- 
teenth century did not witness such 
Tapid growth, for the national pendulum, 
which had swung so far to the west, 
Now began to swing quickly back. : The 
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“national excellencies” of Japan must 
be preserved, and Christianity was of 
the West. One leading Christian pastor 
urged the development of a Japanese 
Christianity standing “on the pedestal 
formed out of the religion of Buddhism 
and the Confucian philosophy.” The 
theological speculations and new 
thought brought back by students who 
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went abroad to study chilled the faith 
of many, and there were not wanting 
calls to throw off foreign dictation. In 
1890 the Imperial Rescript on Education 
had been promulgated, which was later 
to become so closely associated with 
the cult of Emperor worship. 


(To be continued) 


X. Beware of Presumption and Complacency 


The danger of substituting license for liberty 


FTER one has recognized the peril 
A of being driven beyond God’s will, 
there comes the peril of sagging below 
God’s will. 

We see that victory is all of grace; 
that no works of our own are needed to 
accomplish it or can possibly accom- 
plish it. We rejoice that we have 
learned that we may “let God do it all,” 
and He abundantly vindicates His 
pledge that He will as we trust Him. 

And now comes the peril of presum- 
ing on God’s grace: substituting pre- 
sumption for faith, license for liberty. 

We used to think that the more we 
studied the Bible the more victorious 
we should be. We used to think that 
the more time we spent in prayer the 
more victory we could have. We see 
now that even these good works cannot 
accomplish our victory, but that simple 
faith in the sufficiency of God’s grace is 
the secret. 

Very well, then, we are tempted to 
think, we need not be so careful now 
to take the same amount of time for 
our Bible study, or for our prayer life, 
because “Christ is doing it all.” And 
down into defeat we go the moment we 
have been deceived by that lie of Satan. 
True, victory is by faith; but faith must 
be fed; and faith cannot be fed apart 
from daily nourishment from the Word 
of God, and daily time alone with God 
in prayer. The new experience of free- 
dom from the power of sin through the 
sufficiency of Christ should result in 
more time with His Word, more time 
with Him in prayer, not less. We can- 
not know continuance in victory if we 
presume on God’s grace and neglect our 
opportunities of fellowship with Him. 

Never, never, NEVER during this life 
dare any Christian neglect the written 
Word of God. A young Christian who 
had seen Christ as Victory and was re- 
joicing in the new blessings of freedom 
and power was talking with a veteran 
Christian minister about it all. And 
this was the sound word the older man 
spoke: “Now keep close to the Word of 
God.” And he went on to tell the 
younger man how, time after time in 
the history of the so-called “higher life” 
experience among Christians through 
the Christian centuries, one after an- 
other either of individuals or of groups 
of Christians had gone onto the rocks 
and down into wreck through suppos- 
ing that they had, by Christ and the 
Holy Spirit within them, all that they 
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needed, and could therefore safely pay 
little attention to the Bible. 

We must not sag below God’s will, 
moreover, in the ordinary duties of life 
in our relationships with our fellows. 
Those who have found the joy and 
blessing of the deep things of God are 
often careless in keeping appointments 
with their fellow men, careless about 
answering letters, careless about money 
matters—not involving honesty, but just 
exactness and _ thoughtfulness. The 
Christian who is trusting Christ for full 
victory dishonors Christ if he does not 
establish and maintain a reputation for 
being utterly dependable, in his contact 
with other human beings, in every re- 
lationship. Failure to keep an appoint- 
ment on the minute, to be scrupulously 
exact in the fulfillment of every small 
as well as large obligation, cannot be 
excused on the ground that God’s larger 
interests overrule the lesser matters. 
There are no “lesser matters” with God. 
The Holy Spirit is a Person of orderli- 
ness, and punctuality, and efficiency; if 
our lives are not conspicuous for this it 
is because He is not really allowed to 
control. God keeps sun and moon, 
earth and stars, moving in dependable 
and orderly ways; should we not, let 
Him do as much for us who are mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ? 

In every blessing there is a corre- 
sponding peril. In our knowledge of the 
marvelous blessing, for example, that 
our Lord will instantly. forgive our sins 
and cleanse and restore us upon con- 
fession to Him and faith in Him, there 
is the peril that we may take sin too 
lightly: tolerate a break in our victory 
as though it were rather unimportant 
after all. Complacency in defeat is a 
peril of the Victorious Life. We would 
not say, doubtless, that we are willing 
to “sin that grace may abound” (Rom. 
6:1), nevertheless we may unconsciously 
fall into that perilous attitude. More 
than one Christian who has known 
Christ as complete Victory will testify 
that, learning by experience the possi- 
bility of instant and complete restora- 
tion after failure, he began to tolerate 
breaks.and failures in his life until they 
became the expected rather than the 
unexpected, the usual instead of the 
unusual; yes, even the habitual. Oh, 
there is tragedy then, indeed! And God 
may have to go deep with one who has 
thus played with God’s grace before He 
can bring that one back again into ha- 
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bitual victory. Spiritual surgery may 
be necessary, of a kind that will cause 
an agony of suffering, before the cancer 
of “sinning that grace may abound” 
has been cut out. But, praise God, the 
Master Physician is ready and able for 
this, and after it has been done we shall 
praise Him that it was done, even 
though we may have thought He had 
cast us off while the operating and the 
hospital treatment were in _ progress. 
But why should we make it necessary 
for Him to do this? We need never lose 
our horror of sin, if in Christ we will 
see sin as He sees it, and hate it as the 
loathsome, hellish thing that it is. 

While there will come to the victori- 
ous Christian temptations to subtle sin, 
refined sin, sin on- a seemingly very 
high plane, the mystery of our sinful 
nature and of the wiles of the Adver- 
sary is such that even gross sin is one of 
the perils of the Victorious Life. We 
need not try to explain this; but history, 
both in New Testament times and ever 
since, abundantly declares it. There is 


something about the life of spiritual. 


power and victory that, when broken 
into in the slightest way by unbelief, 
seems to expose one most terribly to 
sins of gross immorality and degra- 
dation. Those who have gone highest 
with the Lord can go lowest. Let us 
recognize this peril; let us confess this 
possibility of our utterly sinful nature; 
and then let us yield ourselves afresh 
to the mastery of our holy Lord, and 
trust Him afresh for His sufficiency to 
safeguard us from this awful denial of 
His name and betrayal of our steward- 
ship. 

The lesson from this particular peril 
is that, after we have known the best 
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Christ offers us, to accept anything less 
than that best for a single instant of 
time is to be in deadly peril. If we 
should slip in any slightest way, if we 
should find that sin has entered through 
unbelief in our Lord’s sufficiency, let us 
instantly stop anything we are doing 
and take the time necessary to confess 
to Him, claim His forgiveness and en- 
tire cleansing, and trust Him at once 
for His complete restoration and vic- 
tory. Satan would like.us to think that 
because of what we may be doing just 
then for the Lord we must leave until 
later the matter of getting wholly back. 
If a failure has come toward the close 
of the day, perhaps after a hard day’s 
work, when we are about ready to re- 
tire, the temptation will come that we 
are physically or mentally too weary 
now to think or pray this thing through, 
and we will get a good night’s sleep and 
then let the Lord clear it all up in the 
morning. Deadly perilous is that. May 
God keep us from ever daring to go to 
sleep with unconfessed sin in our hearts, 
and in conscious loss of the victory that 
is ours in Christ. More than one Chris- 
tian who has thus presumed on the 
grace of God has failed to let the Lord 
clear up everything in the morning, and 
has gone on into another day of defeat. 
“Now is the acceptable time” (2 Cor. 
6:2), not only for salvation from the 
penalty of sin, but for salvation from 
its power, and restoration into that sal- 
vation if we have faithlessly denied 
our Lord. “Make me to walk on mine 
high places” (Hab. 3:19) is the only 
safe prayer and plane for the Christian 
who has ever known victory. 
(To be continued) 


An Auca Woman's Day 


A talk given over Station HCJB 


IS clear throughout the entire New 
Testament that the life which is of- 
fered to us in the Lord Jesus is not 
limited to certain places or times. It is 
a daily, down-to-earth walk—whether 
we walk dusty roads of Galilee, as did 
Jesus, or cement sidewalks, or muddy 
jungle trails.. Jesus never told us that 
to serve Him meant only to preach, or 
to be a missionary, or to pray. He 
showed us what He meant when He 
himself lived and walked with ordinary 
men, shared in their wedding feasts, sat 
down with them in the jumbled mob 
of the market place, cooked breakfast 
for some fishermen on a_e seashore. 
These things were also the things that 
pleased the Father,—as well as His Ser- 
mon on the Mount, His healing of the 
sick, His preaching to sinners. 

I have thought much about Paul’s 
word, “That the life also of Jesus may 
be manifested in our mortal flesh.” I 
live among a people whose entire cul- 
ture pattern is the antithesis of any- 
thing I had ever known before. I can 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


hardly speak their language at all as 
yet. What am I supposed to be doing? 
I am supposed to be manifesting to 
them the life of Jesus, even before I 
can speak His words to them. 

Just what do I mean when I say that 
their culture pattern is different? Take 
an ordinary day of the Auca woman. 
She doesn’t have to get up to get break- 
fast. She reaches down below the ham- 
mock she’s sleeping in, stirs up the fire, 
sets on a pot of fish and manioc root, 
cooked the night before. She rolls back 
in her hammock, nurses her baby till 
breakfast is ready. She doesn’t have 
to get dressed. She serves the men 
folks and children, then washes the 
one and only utensil—no knives or 
forks or spoons, of course—in the river. 
She has no housekeeping except to 
sweep out a few manioc peelings. The 
house has no walls, no doors, no win- 
dows, no furniture of any kind. She 
wears no clothes, so she has no wash- 
ing, ironing, or mending to do. Oh, 
you say, how delightfully simple! But 


she knows grueling hard toil. Her fam. 
ily must eat. She is responsible for the 
staples—she must weed and plant her 
manioc, peanuts, corn, and plantains, 
She must work from early morning 
often till afternoon, without a break for 
a cup of coffee, or even for lunch. She 
carries her baby on her hip while work- 
ing in the hot sun with a machete. The 
Auca woman almost never puts her 
baby down. She returns to the house, 
bathes in the river (a simple process 
when you need not get undressed, or 
fill a bathtub, or use a towel, or even 
a piece of soap). Then she prepares 
dinner for the men, who have come in 
from the hunt. They eat only two 
meals a day—but often they are very 
large meals. She holds the monkeys 
over the fire, whole, to burn off the 
fur. Then she cuts them up, puts them 
in a pot with sticks ‘of manioc and 
plantain, and sets it on the fire. The 
dinner table, tablecloth, serviettes, and 
plates are all one—a lovely green plan- 
tain leaf, disposable after the meal, 
Then she must cut firewood for the 
night. If it is not dark yet, she will 
perhaps do some weaving on her ham- 
mock, or twist the fibers for it. Or she 
may be working on one of the large 
clay pots they use for cooking. When 
it is dark, she settles into her hammock 
again, her children in theirs on all sides 
of the fire, and after singing a bit, they 
will all fall to sleep. 

Rachel Saint and I have been living 
with these Auca people since last 
October. We have tried to understand 
their ways, what they think, how they 
feel. We feel that we still have a very 
great deal to learn. But we are con- 


(Continued on page 542) 
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The Brevity of Time 
(Continued from page 528) 


the Lord Jesus. Henceforth for me, 
the utmost for the highest. Every hour 
of the twelve filled with obedient, self- 
surrendered service to Christ, filled 
with the faith that God’s curfew will 
only sound at the right time. 

There are those who know the Lord 
only by the hearing of the ear: they 
know about Him, they have heard the 
Gospel proclaimed again and again; but 
Christ as a living, personal Friend and 
Saviour is a stranger to them. Re- 
member that there are only twelve 
hours in the day, hours full of the 
greatest opportunity. While you are 
in time, and not in eternity, listen to- 
Him. “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him” 
(Rev. 3:20). Blest message of salva- 
tion, glorious evangel of free grace, 
that He will come to be guest of a 
man that is a sinner, and will save 
and redeem and transform him. But 
“now is the accepted time.” There are 
only twelve hours, and you may make 
reparation, in part at least, for the 
wasted ones by filling those that re- 
main to the full with the devotion of 
grateful love to Him. - 
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-LESSON.4. JULY 26. 


COURAGE IN CRISIS 


Esther; printed text, 4:1-3, 10-16; 9:20-22 
Golden Text.—Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?—Esther 4:14 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 


Esther 4:1 When Mordecai perceived all that was done, 
Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, 
and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a 
loud and a bitter cry; 

2 And came even before the king’s gate: for none might 
enter into the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 

3 And in every province, whithersoever the king’s com- 
mandment and his decree came, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and 
many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 


10° dqsin | Esther Aaa unto Hatach; and gave him com- 
mandment unto Mordecai; 

11 All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s 
provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, 
shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not 
called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except 
such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, 
that he may live: but I have not been called to come in unto 
the king these thirty days. 

12 And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words. 

13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think 
not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, 
more than all the Jews. 


we ve 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


“hair cloth.” 


Mordecai’s anguish. 
Note (1) the depths of 
the man’s sorrow: tearing one’s clothes, 


14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace-at this time, 
then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house 


. shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come 


to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

15 Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 

16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; 
and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to 
the law: and if I — I perish. 

Chap. 9:20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent 
letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of 
the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 

21 To. stablish this among them, that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth 
day of the same, yearly, 

22 As the days wherein the Jews rested from their ene- 
mies, and the-month which was turned unto them from 
sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that 
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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“Sackcloth” Verse 11—“All the king’s servants, 


- and the people ... do know, that who- 
soever ... shall come unto the king 


was 








Approach to the Lesson 
Ter dramatic tale of Esther's self- 
ffacing courage, which resulted 
in the preservation of the Hebrew 
race, occurred during the reign of Xer- 
xes (Greek form of his name; “Ahasu- 
erus” is the Persian form), monarch of 
Persia who reigned from 486-465 B.C. 
The Jews were spending seventy 
years in captivity. Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, had transported them 
to his empire -years: before (598-587 
B.C.). Babylon in turn had been over- 
thrown by Persia, in fulfillment of 
Daniel 2:39; 8:7, 20. King Xerxes was 
known for his sensuality and cruelty. 
The Jews were in a double predica- 
ment. They were’ far from their home- 


* land. But théy were also threatened 
‘with extinction because of the insane 


jealousy of Haman, favorite of the king. 

The story is one of great suspense. 
The Jews are exposed to the degraded 
Tuthlessness of a self-seeking courtier 
and the fickle carelessness of a king 
who had little regard for human life. 
But this is more than offset by the in- 
trepid heroism of a Jewish queen, the 
dedication of her Hebrew compatriots, 
ie the preserving, overruling hand of 


Verse by Verse 

Esther 4:1—“When Mordecai per- 
ceived all that was done, Mordecai rent 
his clothes .. . sackcloth with ashes . 
into the midst of the city ... cried with 
@ loud and a bitter cry. ” Haman’s 
dastardly decree was the reason for 


tL 


using sackcloth, and pouring on, or sit- 
ting or lying in ashes—all were signs 
of poignant grief; (2) the publicity of 
his sorrow: he went where the crowds 
were and openly wailed before God. 
His purpose partially was-to get Es- 
ther’s attention. 

Verse 2.—“‘And came even before the 
king’s gate: for none might enter into 
the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.” 
He approached the open area leading 
to the royal palace. There he stopped. 
Oriental despots, in their desire for 
pleasure, often excluded from their 
presence anything that suggested sorrow 
or pain. Mordecai’s sackcloth, a symbol 
of distress, automatically branded him 
as “undesirable.” 

Verse 3—“And in every province, 
whithersoever the king’s commandment 


. came... great mourning among the 
Jews... fasting... weeping... wail- 
ing ... many lay in sackcloth and 
ashes.” This verse emphasizes Israel’s 


universal danger—the extreme urgency 
of the hour. Everywhere the Jews were 
horror-struck at the national disaster 


- confronting them. - The fasting was unto 


the Lord. While some gave vent to 


tears, others followed Mordecai’s pro-_ 


cedure and publicized their grief. 

Verse 10.—“‘Again Esther spake unto 
Hatach, and gave him commandment 
unto Mordecai.” Hatach, a “chamber- 
lain” (doorkeeper) of the palace (v. 5), 
was a eunuch assigned to wait ‘upon 
the queen.. He was Esther’s “go-be- 
tween,” her messenger to her cousin 
Mordecai. 





‘into the inner court, who is not called, 


there is one law . death, except 
such: to whom the king shall hold out 
the golden sceptre ...I have not been 
called . . . these thirty days.” Every 
citizen of the realm understood that 
“one is his law” (Heb., i.e.,.the-law has 
no exceptions): no one would be tol- 
erated in the intimacy of the king’s 
presence without his express permis- 
sion or invitation. This was doubtless 
to exalt as well as to protect the ruler. 
Esther’s danger lay in the possibility . 
that the royal mood might easily be 
unfavorable toward her. She was the 
queen, but had not been summoned 
to her royal spouse for a month. Could 
his affections now be focused upon an- 
other? 

Verse 12.—“And they told to Mor- 
decai Esther’s words.” The issue is 
placed squarely before the man. Why 
should not Esther share her plight with’ 
her relative, who was like a father (: 
7) and whose courage and wisdom were 
well known to her (vv. 21-23)? 

Verse 13—“Then Mordecai com- 
manded to answer Esther, Think not 

. that thou shalt escape in the king’s 
house,. more than all the Jews.” The 
royal decree was to exterminate all 
the Jews (3:9, 13). Esther’s identity, 
if not already known, would quickly 
be discovered and she would die. Mor- 
decai begins to marshal his arguments 
in urging Esther to perform her neces- 
sary, if precarious, duty. 

Verse 14—“For if thou altogether 
holdest thy peace ... then shall... 








536 (12) 


deliverance arise to the Jews from an- 
other place ... thou and thy father’s 
house shall be destroyed . .. who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” 
Mordecai’s appeal is pointed’ and per- 
suasive: (1) Esther’s silence would pro- 
tect neither her nor her family, for she 
was a Jewess; (2) God, not willing 
that His people Israel should become 
extinct, would intervene on their be- 
half in spite of her; (3) but this was 
perhaps the hour of heroic privilege 
toward which all her previous experi- 
ences had pointed. 


Verse 15.—“Then Esther bade them 
return _Mordecai this answer.” The 
queen had had no personal access to 
Mordecai. The conversation continued 
through intermediaries. 


Verse 16—“‘Go, gather together all 
the Jews ...in Shushan .. . fast ye 
for me... three days ...I also and 
my maidens will fast . ..so will I go 
in unto the king, which is not accord- 
ing to the law ... if I perish, I perish.” 
Esther’s innate strength of character 
plus the reasoning of Mordecai brought 
her to this firm resolve. The three-day 
(i.e., severe) fast implied prayer to 
God, utter dependence upon His mercy, 
and expectation of aid if He so willed. 
Esther’s “maidens” may have been of 
Jewish blood or converts to the He- 
brew faith. Esther’s words, “If I perish, 
I perish,” are among the noblest utter- 
ances in literature: they reflect sub- 
mission to God’s will. 

Chapter 9:20.—‘Mordecai wrote these 
things, and sent letters unto all the 
Jews ... in all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus ., .” In commemo- 
ration of the deliverance God had 
wrought, Mordecai, now promoted to a 
position of authority (8:2, 15; 9:4), no- 
tified all the Jews throughout the king- 
dom of these “things” (lit., “words”; i.e., 
concerning the remarkable intervention 
and the new feast about to be estab- 
lished). “Letters” is actually “books” 
(Heb.). The document widely distrib- 
uted was more than a mere epistle. 

Verse 21—“To stablish this ... that 
they should keep the fourteenth day 
of ... Adar, and the fifteenth day... 
yearly.” The notification was official 
and formal as well as lengthy. 
days were to be set aside annually. 
The month “Adar” is March. The four- 
teenth day was selected because on that 
day (9:15) they had a great victory in 
‘Shushan (Susa, the capital). 

Verse 22.—“As the days wherein the 
Jews rested from their enemies, and 
the month ... turned . . . from sorrow 
to joy .. . that they should make them 
days of feasting and joy ... of sending 
portions . . . and gifts to the poor.” 
This is the origin of the Feast of Purim 
{“lots,” Heb.; see 9:24). The reason 
for celebration: rest from their foes. 
The manner of celebration: joyous fes- 
tivities, exchanging gifts, and remem- 
brance of the needy. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The word God does not occur in 
Esther. But few books reveal the pres- 


Two - 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 


8. July 19.—Blessing for 
an Alien. Ruth 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. August 2.—The Testing 
OL RIE: + vcccskcceoas Job 1; 19; 28; 38; 42 











ence and preserving care of God more 
than this. The Lord had promised to 
bless the seed of Abraham and in spite 
of their transgressions to bring them 
back to the Promised Land. Neither 
the wickedness of Haman nor the cal- 
lous indifference of Xerxes could thwart 
God’s purposes for His people. What 
He promised He fulfilled. His instru- 
ment in protecting the Hebrews was 
Esther, a beautiful, courageous queen. 

And so through subsequent centuries 
the Almighty has kept Israel. Even 
Hitler could not exterminate her. As 
she returned to Palestine from captiv- 
ity in Persia years ago so she is 
returning today to her land. God re- 
membered His covenant in Esther’s day. 
He has‘not forgotten that covenant now. 

Understand the Feast of Purim. “Pur” 
means “lot.” Lots were cast to choose 
a date for the massacre of the Hebrews 
(Esther 9:24). Orthodox Jews assemble 
today at the appropriate time to com- 
memorate their deliverance from Ha- 
man’s foul plot. 7 

The courage of Queen Esther was 
magnificent. It was not brash. She 
appreciated her peril, knew the moody 
indecision of her husband, Xerxes, and 
was aware of Haman’s subtle maehina- 
tions. Yet she cast herself upon her 
God, entered the royal presence unin- 
vited, and risked sudden death for the 
sake of her people the Jews. “If I 
perish, I perish”—grand, classic words 
which reflect resolute, unflinching brav- 
ery. 

Esther was_audacious for her God. 
We admire her of course. But let us 
emulate her daring dedication in the 
service of the Lord. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


N WHAT country is the plot of Esther 

laid? 

2. In what period of Israel’s history 
did the events take place? 

3. By what name is 
known in secular bistory? 

4. Why did Haman want to liquidate 
the Jews? 

5. Why was it dangerous for Esther 
to approach her husband uninvited? 

6. How did Mordecai encourage Es- 
ther to be brave? 

7. Why did the king decide to honor 
Mordecai? 

8. Who was hanged on the gallows 
erected at Haman’s command? 

9. Why has God preserved the Jews 
through the years? 

10. What does “Purim” mean, and 
what does the feast commemorate? 


(Answers on page 542) 


Ahasuerus 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Elevation of Esther to the throne 
(Esther 1:1 to 2:20) 

2. Haman’s_ plot, conceived, imple- 


mented, but foiled (2:21 to 7:10). 
- 3. The Hebrews’ revenge (8:1 to 9:19) 


4. The institution of Purim under Mor- 
decai’s direction (9:20 to 10:3) 


Topics for Development 


Israel’s Preservation. God has kept 
the Jews through the centuries in a 
miraculous way. Where are the Jebu- 
sites, the Hivites, and Girgashites? Gone, 
disappeared, absorbed by surrounding 
peoples. But Israel has persisted as a 
nation. The rigors of Egypt could not 
exterminate them; even Hitler could 
not liquidate them. God promised that 
through them the peoples of the earth 
would be blessed (Gen. 12:3). His 
Word abides. Men can never thwart 
the purposes of the Almighty. 

Practical Applications 

Vashti lost her queenly crown by re- 
fusing to compromise with her licen- 
tious husband. Are you married to an 
unbeliever? Never let your mate drag 


you down and away from your God. 


Esther’s courage was sublime. How 
did she dare to say, “If I perish, I per- 
ish”? She cast herself upon God. He 
is our recourse in every crisis. 

Mordecai was faithful in a relatively 
small matter: he reported a plot against 
the king. He thus proved himself 
worthy of larger responsibilities. Faith- 
fulness “in that which is least” is what 
counts. 

Purim—a feast of remembrance. ’ Re- 
joice in every occasion to remember 
the faithfulness of God in your deliver- 
ance from sin and death. Advertise 
your joy by sharing it with those still 
in bondage. 


Golden Text 

Esther 4:14—“Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such 
d time as this?” God sometimes moves 
in a mysterious way to achieve His 
goals. He condescends to prepare and 
use people. Wonderful truth: you who 
read these lines may be summoned to 
bridge a gap or hold a fort for the Lord. 
The main thing is to be ready, attuned 
to His will wherever it may lead. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“God Is the Refuge of His Saints” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Be 
pleased, O God, to bless this study in 
Thy Word that is before us today. Re- 
ceive our thanks for the privilege. Help 
us to go out to be doers of the Word, 
strong to obey Thee at any cost. Give 
us the faith and courage to do the right 
and leave the consequences with Thee. 
Bless all who, today live dangerously 
for Thee. Guard, guide, and use those 
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who serve Jesus Christ:in the face of 
opposition in our time, giving success 
to their efforts. Encourage and support 
all who are tried and troubled by caus- 
ing them to rest in Thy promises to 
those who trust the Saviour. Revive 
Thy work in our hearts and in all Thy 
people, and grant the enthronement of 
Christ in the lives of many who now re- 
ject Him. Guide us this week into the 
good Thou wouldst have us do, and 
may our lives ever adorn the Gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
through whom we pray. Amen. 


“After the Lesson—Had we been in 
Esther’s place, would we have had the 
faith and courage to do or die? All of 
us at times must take risks and face 
possible danger or trouble in being true 
to God and the right. It may be by 
taking a stand for honesty and upright- 
ness in business, for purity and honor 
in daily associations, or by heeding 
God’s call to refuse to be yoked with 
such as are disobedient and would lead 
us astray. How can we be strong to do 
right when it costs us something? 

First, by seeing our duty clearly. 
Consider the circumstances in the light 
of God’s Word and in prayer till you 
know what you ought to do. Next, 
pray for strength, coufage, protection, 
and help to do your duty. Esther and 
her people did that and prayer was 
answered. 


God is the refuge of His saints, 
When storms of sharp distress invade; 
Ere we can offer our complaints, 
Behold Him present with His aid. 
—Isaac Watts 


Then, having seen our duty and prayed 


for God’s help in doing it, the next 
thing is to step out and do the right, 
leaving the consequences with God. 
Esther did that. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego did the same when it 
meant risking the burning fiery fur- 
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nace. “If I perish, I perish,” was their 
thought, but God delivered them. -And 
when, as martyrs to truth and right, 
people do suffer or even die, ‘they only 
seem to perish, for “he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever” (1°John 
2:17). He. may perish so far as this 
life is concerned, but he only exchanges 
earth’s sorrow for Heaven’s joy. God 
never fails those who are true to Him. 
Often He is their deliverer now. Al- 
ways He is their rewarder hereafter. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Mordecai rent his clothes, and put 


on sackcloth ... there was great mourn- 
ing... and fasting, and weeping, and 
wailing . . .” (Esther 4:1-3).—This 


- Poignant sogrow was caused by the 


circulation of the king’s commandment 
and decree “to destroy, to kill, and to 
Cause to perish, all Jews, both young 
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and old, little children and women, in 
one day” (3:13). 

The Jews knew the laws of the Medes 
and Persians were unchangeable. Hu- 
manly speaking, their case was pos- 
itively hopeless. They were out of 
touch with their God. His name was 
not on their lips; and it is not men- 
tioned in this Book. They saw noth- 
ing but violence and death before 
them. e 

They believed the king’s decree, even 
though it was unjust. They lost all in- 
terest in the things that hitherto had 
filled their lives: business, education, 
pleasure, food, and drink. Nothing mat- 
tered now—their hearts and lives were 
filled with agony. 

These condemned Jews picture un- 


saved people who believe the divine 


and just decree: “He that believeth 
not is condemned already” (John 3: 
18). Convicted of the Holy Spirit, they 
believe that “the wages of sin is death,” 
and that after death is the judgment. 
They lose their relish for even the 
finer things of life; and in many cases, 
they lose .their appetites, and even 
ability to sleep. 

When a man learns the twofold les- 
son of his sinfulness and his utter 
helplessness to save himself, divine de- 
liverance is not far off as was the case 
in the experience of these death- 
doomed Jews. 

“I have not been called to come in 
unto the king these thirty days” (Es- 
ther 4:11)—If the decree had been 
read in the palace, Esther had not 
heard it. She learned through Hatach, 
her personal attendant, the why and 
wherefore of the sackcloth on Mordecai. 

With a copy of the decree in her 
hands, and with Mordecai’s challenge 
ringing in her ears, that she should “go 
in unto the king, to make supplication 
unto him, and to make request before 
him for her people,” she became verily 
conscious of her helplessness to avert 
the impending pogrom. 

It was a valid reason, not a mere 
excuse, that Esther gave Mordecai for 
her inactivity in the vital matter. Death 
awaited the person who ventured into 
the king’s presence without being called, 
and for the last thirty days she had 
not been called. The implication was 
that in that month the king’s favor 
could have been transferred to some 
other young and beautiful maiden. 
Strong as her reason was, Mordecai 
would not take “No” for an answer. 

Our excuses for not doing what 
should be done are rejected without 
consideration, and even what we con- 
sider strong reasons for not acting on 
the big, pending issue should be re- 
considered before the Lord. Faith as 
a grain of mustard seed, placed in the 
Lord and in His Word, shall enable 
one to say to this mountain of diffi- 
culty, “Remove hence to yonder place; 
and it shall remove” (Matt. 17:20). 

The message to us is not always: 
“Run, speak to this young man” (Zech. 
2:4); sometimes it is as in this instance: 
“Go in unto the king,” which is far 
more difficult. 

Recently a Christian visiting in our 


_carry .it out. 


(13) 537 


home told us that a dear old saint who 
had heard that he was going to a cer- 
tain city, said she had a son there who 
was president of a college. She wrote 
the name on a scrap of paper and 
asked him to please call on him and 
discover his spiritual condition. 

Reaching the city, he visited the col- 
lege and approached the president’s 
private secretary. She asked if he had 
an appointment. When he answered 
in the negative, she said: “Then you 
cannot possibly see him!” 

A voice seemed to say to him: “You 
made an honest effort to see the man, 
now forget him.” Another’ voice 
seemed to say, “Don’t give up; use that 
scrap of paper.” 

He showed the bit of paper to the 
secretary and said: “Please show this 
to the President.” She did so. He took 
one look at it and exclaimed, “This is 
my mother’s handwriting—show the 
man in!” The result was that the presi- 
dent gave him a couple of precious 
hours, and then said, “Tell my dear 
mother that her Saviour is my Saviour, 
too!” 

“ .. who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this?” (Esther 4:14.)—Although Mor- 
decai does not mention the Lord, he is 
confident “deliverance shall arise.” If 
the Queen refused to act, someone else 
would be used. But he would remind 
her that it might be that she was 
brought to the kingdom for this very 
purpose. 

“..,80 willI go... and if I perish, I 
perish” (Esther 4:16).—It took courage 
for Esther to make this decision and to 
The Chinese translate 
“crisis” into two words meaning: “dan- 
gerous opportunity.” Esther risked her 
life for the deliverance of her people. 
The Lord Jesus deliberately laid down 
His life in sacrifice for our deliverance 
from the righteous judgment of God. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you will never find a 
prettier story in the storybooks 
than this one entitled “Esther,” the 
seventeenth book of the Old Testa- 
ment. It is highly dramatic and con- 
tains a wicked plot to exterminate a 
whole race of people. The plot was 
frustrated (humanly speaking) by the 
courage and loyalty of a_ beautiful 
young woman who literally took her 
life in her hands to save her people. 
Esther, a lovely Jewish maiden, who 
under most unusual circumstances be- 
came queen of the Persian Empire, is 
the heroine; her cousin Mordecai, the 
hero; and Haman, the villain who plot- 
ted the destruction of the Jews and was 
hoist on his own petard, being hanged 
on a gallows which he had built for the 
execution of Mordecai. There is also 
a touch of humor, which does not hurt 
any good story, and a climax of victory 
and great joy. To be fully appreciated, 
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the narrative as it is presented in the 
Bible should be read. Do this by all 
means; there are only ten chapters 
(short chapters, only three longer than 
17 verses) and they can be leisurely 
read in twenty minutes. The reading of 
this short story will pay off in real 
dividends. 

So much for pure entertainment. But 
the greater value of the story is in its 
spiritual lesson, for it shows how won- 
derfully God provided escape from 
cruel death for His chosen people, the 
Lord acting through just two trusting 
servants—a whole race of people saved 
from death through the instrumentality 
of two. On one occasion our Lord, 
speaking to His disciples, said “. . . if 
two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching any thing that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 
18:19, 20). That is the Lord’s own 
proposition; and He never. goes back on 
His word! 

Jerusalem had been sacked by the 
armies of Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
Jews had been carried captive to Baby- 
lon; then Babylon had yielded to the 





: Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Persian conquerors. Haman, the vil- 
lain, the Persian king’s chief counselor, 
hated the Jews and had organized a 
nation-wide plan to massacre them. 
But God had not deserted His chosen 
people, and in a thrilling way He 
crushed the plot of Haman, who was 
hanged on the gallows he had erected 
for Mordecai. Two hundred years be- 
fore that, God had spoken to Israel 
through the Prophet Isaiah« “Since thou 
wast precious in my sight .. . I have 
loved thee: therefore will I give’ men 
for thee, and people for thy life. Fear 
not: for I am with thee: I will bring 
thy seed from the east, and gather 
thee from the west. I will say to the 


north, Give up; and to the south, Keep: 


not back: bring my sons from far, and 
my daughters from the ends of the 
earth; even every one that is called by 
my name: for I have created him for 
my glory...” (Isa. 43:4-7). 

All this is of special interest, fellows, 
at the present time, because of the 
prominence of the State of Israel in the 
daily news. Old Testament prophecy 
is being fulfilled, not exagfly as some 
Bible scholars might have expected, 
but’ the march of events is steadily 
toward the complete restoration of the 
Jews to their homeland of Palestine. 
Thousands upon thousands‘of them are 
flocking back to Israel from all parts 
of the world. By modern farming 
methods and irrigation they are mak- 
ing the desert to “blossom as the rose” 
(Isa. 35:1), to the astonishment of the 
world. As a nation they. have not yet 
acknowledged and accepted the Mes- 
siah; that is something every Christian 
should be praying for. It is a privilege, 
for in doing that we are working as 
yokefellows with God. “Pray for the 
peace of. Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
that love thee” (Psa. 122:6). 

Now back to this lovely story of 
Esther. Here is one tremendous fact 
for you and me, fellows—for even two 
only, we are promised the action of the 
almighty power of God—God who by 
the word of His power created the uni- 
verse. It is probably the greatest offer 
that God ever made to His trusting 
servants. “If two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven.” 
That is what Jesus said; and, as David 
Livingstone said in his darkest hour in 
Africa: “It is the word of a gentleman.” 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Letting Her Light Shine—Who know- 
eth whether thou art come to. the 
kingdom for such a, time as _ this? 
(Esther 4:14, Golden Text.) A yoting 
woman, newly converted, told her min- 
ister she found it impossible to witness 
for Christ in her place of employment. 








“And oh, sir,” she said, “I know I should 
be: telling them what-He has done for 
me. It’s a godless place where I work.” 
“Well, Mary,” said the man of God, “you 


_ know the ‘Lord doesn’t change, and He 


can give you the strength, and power, 
and grace to let your light shine for Him 
in that godless place.” “Oh, but the 
foreman told me he wants no ‘religious 
talk,’” said the girl, “and I may lose my 
job if I talk about the Lord.” “Be sure 
you witness by your changed life, Mary. 
They will feel that, you can be sure, 
and when you get a chance to say a 
quiet word for the Lord, say it,” ad- 
vised the minister. Trouble among the 
workers broke out in that factory, but 
Mary did as her minister advised, and 
not long after, the foreman who wanted 
no “religious talk,” said to Mary, 
“Thanks for the help, Mary. I think 
you were sent here for this troubled 
time.”"—Told by the minister. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


When Loss Is Gain.—And in every 
province, whithersoever the king’s com- 
mandment and his decree came, there 
was great mourning among the Jews, 


and fasting, and weeping, and wailing; ' 


and many lay in sackcloth and ashes 
(Esther 4:3). 


There must be thorns amid life’s flowers, you 


now, 
And you and I, wherever we may go, 
Can find no bliss that is not mixed with pain. 
No rain without a cloud. It hee ag ad vain 
For me to wish that not a single 
oy dim the gladness that you hola. so dear. 
not wise enough to understand 
Aunt that is best for you. The Master’s hand 
Must —_ touch life’s saddest chords 
reac’ 
Its sweetest music, and His child to teach 
To trust His love, till the long, weeping night 
Is all forgotten in the morning light. 
a Him, then, and thus shall good 
or 
Your trustful soul with present blessing fill. 
Each loss is truest gain if day by day 
He fills the place of all He takes away. 
—From “His Comfort,” by Norman 
Harrison. Sent by Paul R. Metzler, 


Springfield, Ala. Prize illustration. 


Great Emergencies Demand Bold 
Efforts—Then Mordecai commanded to 
answer Esther, Think not with thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king’s 
house, more than all the Jews (Esther 
4:13). Difficulties do not daunt the 
strong. Mordecai quite understood the 
force of the twofold barrier to Esther’s 
appealing to the king. Yet if it had been 
a hundredfold, he would have urged her 
to face it. Neither a legal folly nor any 
amount of personal risk could justify 
irresolution or inaction when a whole 
people might be saved by a bold at- 
tempt. Obstacles that seem insurmount- 
able in ordinary times dwindle much in 
the presence of such great emergencies. 
No being on earth was so precious to 
Mordecai as Esther, but his very love 
would long to see her faithful to God 
and country. Esther would have been to 
him no longer what she had been in the 
past if now she had failed to undertake 
the mission that God seemed to lay up- 
on her. Parents send forth their sons 


to do battle for their country, and they 
would much rather that they should die 
on ‘the field than prove recreant to honor 
and duty.—From Pulpit Commentary. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 
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‘both nigh and far (Esther 9:20). 


Lesson for July 26 


Living Memorials.—If thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, ... thou 
and thy father’s house shall be de- 
stroyed (Esther 4:14). The other Sab- 
bath afternoon three of us on a quiet 
ride through country roads came upon 
an old neglected churchyard hard by a 
disused chapel. Some of the old stones 


‘had been so worn by wind and weather 


that the. names once so carefully in- 
scribed were completely effaced. They 
were mute testimonies to early pioneers 
across the Alleghenies who were now 
forever anonymous; the cold winter 
winds, the stone-cracking frosts, the 
tooth of time had blotted out all record 
of their existence. The only good me- 
morial is.a living memorial, written by 
life upon life. The impress of personality 
and character is literally ageless. For, 
as one life is changed by the mold of 
another pressed upon it, so it in turn 


transmits the effect of this impress upon - 


others. There is not a single soul of 
whom it can be said, “The world would 
be exactly the same if he had never 
lived.” And when character is rich in 
quality and strong in fiber, generations 


‘are altered by it. The stamp of one 


noble life is its own memorial as dec- 
ade succeeds decade and: century fol- 
lows century.—From R. W. Graves, in 
Christian Union Herald. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Chosen Instrument.—Then Esther 
bade them return Mordecai this answer, 
Go, gather together all the Jews that are 
present in Shushan, and fast ye for me 
(Esther 4:15, 16). We cannot doubt 
that there must be instruction in this, 
that the deliverer is a woman—not a 
man. The man comes in later, but all 
originates with the woman. What a 
witness to the universal failure, that 
not a man apparently can be found to 
do the Lord’s work. It shows how com- 
pletely and universally the people had 
failed. .But, on the other hand, it shows 
how blessedly God comes in, even using 
the humblest instrument. Wherever He 
can find faith, which in feebleness will 
trust Him, there He finds a chosen in- 
strument for His work.—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Better Die Once Than Forever.— 
If I perish, I perish (Esther 4:16). 


T’ll to the gracious King approach, 
Whose scepter pardon gives; 

— he may command my touch, 
then the suppliant lives. 


I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try; 
For, if I stay away, I know 

I must forever die. 


But,. if I — with mercy sought, 
When I the rar Ar have tried, 
That were to die, de: - thought, 

sinner never die 


—Quoted.by C. H. Spurgeon at close of 
sermon, “The Star Out of Jacob.” Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Where Is Our Enthusiasm?—And 
Mordecai wrote these things, and sent 
letters unto all the Jews that were in all 
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, 
Where 
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is our enthusiasm for God? The Stu- 
dent Volunteers have put upon their 
printed matter a motto that I had the 
honor to suggest to them twenty-five 
years ago: “The Evangelization of the 
World in This Generation.” Some 
people look at that as a wild dream. 
But if we read the Book of Esther we 
find that three times during the period 
covered by that,book imperial proclama- 
tions were sent out that reached every 
individual in that great kingdom which 
extended about three thousand miles 
east and west and fifteen hundred miles 
north and south. And yet with a world 
that is only about ten times aS big in 
territory we have been all these cen- 
turies and have not yet reached every 
soul once with the proclamation of the 
Gospel. I cannot read the Book of 
Esther without feeling ashamed of the 
Church of Christ—From Dr. Arthur T. 
Pierson. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us have our news items first 


thing today. 
GREAT CROWD AT PASSOVER 

People from Asher, Manasseh, and 
Zebulon have come to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover. 
kiah had sent letters to the northern 
kingdom, inviting them to come to 
Jerusalem to keep the Passover unto 
the Lord. Many of those people 
laughed and scorned the idea. How- 
ever, some of them came humbly 
back to Jerusalem to keep the Pass- 
over with us.—Judy. 


GREAT JOY IN JERUSALEM 
For seven days now, the Levites 
and the priests have been singing 
unto the Lord, and praising Him with 
gladness. A great multitude of peo- 
ple are here in Jerusalem celebrating 
the Passover. There has not been 
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INCREASE YOUR 
INCOME 


... just as many men 
and women are doing 
in a most dignified 
vocation . , . and at 
the same time, 


SERVE THE LORD 


by fulfilling an important Christian 
service in your own and surrounding 
communities. 

Here’s your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has 
been in business more than 35 years— 
highly respected by Christian leaders 
and whose product and service are 
recommended by men and women you 
know. 


WORK FULL OR PART TIME 
Our program is unique —it has no 
competition. Every home is a pros- 
pect. Your spare time can be worth 
up to $75 a week, and more .. . full 
time up to $10,000 a year, and more! 
John Rudin & Company, inc. 
22 W. Madison Street 

" Chicago 2, Illinois Dept. ST79 


| Yes, I’m interested. Please send me complete 
information on your program. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE REST HOME: 4 
Christ-centered home for the aged and convales- 
cing. 24-hour nursing care. Write to House of 
Hope Rest Home, 323 Washington Street, Keene, 
New Hampshire. 












HARD 
OF 
HEARING? 


--- provide 
hearing in 
BOTH EARS 


all these features! 


e No button in ear. 
e No cords, no wires. 


e Nothing to hide in hair 
or clothes. 


e No special attachments. and men. 


VOLUME CONTROL 








MICROPHONE 
RECEIVER 
BATTERY 








e Powerful aid and receiver hidden inside glasses. Tiny, almost 
invisible tube carries sound to ear. Corrects even severe losses. 


e Full range, high fidelity, full dimensional hearing. 
’ @ Attractive lightweight new Slimette glasses— becoming to women 


ite today for exciting FREE book that reveals all the amaze 
b R FE E BR 0 0 ” ing are Will be sent in plain wrapper. Address: Dept. 4-943, 
ltone Hearing Aid Co., 2900 W. 36th St., Chicago 32. 
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such joy in Jerusalem since the days 
of Solomon, as there is now.—Joanie. 


Thank you, girls. Here are sugges- 
tions for next time: (1) Hezekiah Re- 
ceives Threatening Letter—2 Kings 19: 
14-20 and 32-35; (2) Hezekiah’s Dan- 
gerous [Illness—2 Kings 20:1-7; (3) 
Sundial Backs Up—2 Kings 20:8-11; 
(4) Hezekiah’s Great Mistake—2 Kings 
20:12-19; (5) Manasseh’s Wicked Reign 
—2 Kings 21:1-16. ’ 

Last Sunday we had the story of 
Ruth, who lived before the time of 


EX. Ky RA MONEY 


FOR YOU OR YOUR GROUP 

with our Popular, fast-selling lines: 

Scripture Text Christmas and Everyday 
Cards, Stationery, Calendars, an excit- 

Se7 Novelties, Useful Gifts. EAS 

Wino profit! ‘Hundreds of ted bd 
holesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 

** Friendly Christian Service since 1927”" 


C. W. BOYER CO., Dept ST , Dayton 5, Ohio 






















“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
able for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose 
posiage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
Box 185, Toronto 7, Canada 








PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 








SUNNYSIDE BIBLE ACADEMY 


Barrington, New Hampshire 
Co-ed. » Grades 9-12 Tuition Free 
Full program of Bible, Music, Academic Courses 
and Practical Christian Work Assignments 
Located in the heart of New England’s beau- 
tiful vacation land 
For information,.address Dept. S 











Ourselves and Others 
By H. Clay Trumbull 
A choice selection of thought-provoking 
editorials on human relations; helpful in de- 
veloping and strengthening Christian char- 
acter. Provides good material for discussion 
groups. A fine gift item. Attractive stiff paper 
cover, 58 pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $1. 
Sunday School Times Phila. 5, Pa. 











A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Director 
of Research of one of the world’s largest 
industrial corporations. 

Light, heat, water, and life in God’s 
creation and the joyous hope of the resur- 
rected body are discussed in the third and 
latest edition of this 48-page booklet. 

Excellent for student gifts. 

Paper bound—30 cents, postpaid 
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Kings in Israel. Today we have the 
story of Esther, who lived after the 
period of Kings was over, and the Jews 
had been carried into captivity. 

Esther was a beautiful Jewish or- 
phan who had been brought up by her 
godly old cousin, Mordecai. The civi- 
lized world was then dominated by 
Medo-Persia. Ahasuerus, Medo-Per- 
sian king, was displeased with his wife 
Vashti, so he deposed her and had a 
world-wide beauty contest to decide 
who should replace her. Girls, this 
beauty contest was not to decide who 
would rule for a few days over a festi- 
val, but who would be queen over his 
vast realm for the rest of her life. Al- 
though Esther did not ask for any 
special beauty aids, she was chosen 
over all the candidates. 

Not long after Esther was made 
queen, two of the king’s servants plot- 
ted to kill him. Mordecai, Esther’s 
godly old cousin, heard of it and sent 
word to Esther, so that the king’s as- 
sassination was prevented. 

Haman, the king’s favorite, was a 
wicked man. Because Mordecai would 
not bow down before him, Haman plot- 
ted to kill him and at the same time to 
cause every other Jew in the Medo- 
Persian Empire to be killed. We know 
Satan was back of this, desiring to wipe 
out the Jewish race before the Messiah 
should come. Haman proved a willing 
tool for the Devil. He persuaded the 
king to make a law that at the end of 
the year all Jews were to be killed, 
and the people who helped kill them 
could take the Jews’ property. Ahas- 
uerus had no idea that his beautiful 
queen was a Jewess. Read Esther 4: 
1-3 to see what Mordecai did when he 
knew that such a law had been passed. 
Queen Esther, not knowing about this 
new law, did not understand Mordecai’s 
grief but sent a servant with presents 
to him. Mordecai would not take the 
presents but sent a message back by the 
servant, telling her of this wicked law 
and urging her to persuade the king to 
stop its being carried out in some way. 
Now we will read, from Esther 4:10- 
12, the answer the queen sent back to 
Mordecai. Here Esther explains to him 
that if she went into the presence of 
the king without being invited, it would 
mean death for her. Read Mordecai’s 
reply from verses 13 and 14. . Here he 
intimates that God may have had her 
chosen Queen, at this time, so that she 
could save the Jews from destruction. 
Read verses 15 and 16. Then Esther’s 
noble resolve was taken: she would 
fast and ‘pray three days, if Mordecai 
and the other Jews would, and then 
she would go uninvited into the pres- 
ence of the king. 

Do read the rest of.the Book of 
Esther! It is a thrilling story. I wish 
we had time this morning to read it 
all. Find out how she was received, 
what happened to wicked Haman who 
was gleefully building a gallows in his 
own house on which to hang Mordecai. 
Find out what happened to Mordecai, 
and how his enemy, Haman, had to 
honor him. 


Turn now to Esther 9:20-22. Here 





the feast of Purim was instituted to 
commemorate the great deliverance 
God gave the Jews through Esther, 
Orthodox Jews still celebrate this feast 
every March, which, incidentally, is an- 
other proof that this Bible is the word 
of the unchanging God. 

The thing that impressed me most 
in studying today’s lesson was that to 
enter the Medo-Persian king’s presence 
uninvited meant death, whereas we 
may enter at any time into the presence 
of the King of kings and Lord of lords 
because He shed His blood for us! 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Queen Who Saved Her People 
; (Esther 4:1-3, 13-16; 9:19) 

EFORE class do as much as possible 

of the individual memory work in 
connection with the stars for the last 
Memory' Verse to go on the Books-of- 
the-Law marker, and the bookmarks 
for the Books of History. 

“When a Sunday school superintend- 
ent asked the question, What does 
Sunday school mean to you? George's 
hand shot up, and he said: ‘Since I’ve 
taken Jesus into my heart, my family 
doesn’t know what’s the matter with 
me. Before, when my mother asked 
me to do anything around the house, 
I would argue about it, or not do it. 
Now when she tells me to do something, 
I do it. My parents ask me why I do 
this now without any trouble when be- 
fore I used to sneak out on them, so I 
tell them that Jesus is in my heart 
now and I have to be different because 


He wants me to be’” (From “Field 
Glimpses,” North Atlantic District, 
American Sunday-School Union). Does 


Sunday school—does the Lord Jesus— 
mean that to you? 

Let us climb down the iene of 
time today and visit some people we 
know! (For a small group the follow- 
ing measurements will suffice, using two 
sheets of typewriter paper fastened end 
to end and attached to a stiff back- 
ground. For a large group amplify all 
dimensions to make the writing of the 
names visible to all the group. Rule 
the sides of the ladder 3 inches apart 
leaving about 2% inches on each side. 
Make 8 rungs at 2-inch intervals. At 
the base put “Birth of Christ—B.C.” 
Starting at the bottom, mark each rung 
an additional 500 years: 500, 1000, 1500, 
and so on up to 4000.) First we meet 
Adam and Eve. (Write* their names 
in the first space, and allow brief com- 
ments of identification from the chil- 
dren as each name is added. Under 
the 2500-rung: Noah. In the 2000- 
to-1500 space: list Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and Esau, Joseph. In the 1500-to- 
1000 space: Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Sam- 
son, Naomi and Ruth, Samuel and Saul, 
David. In the 1000-to-500 space but not 
using all of it: Solomon, Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam, Elijah and Elisha, Jehosha- 
phat, Joash.) 

How far down the ladder does the 
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“Lesson for July 26 





Book of Genesis go? (In the left mar- 
gin make a large brace to enclose the 
time from Adam through Joseph, and 
print the word GENESIS vertically 
along it. In the left margin opposite 
Moses’ name group the books: Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Con- 
tinue with the names of the books of 
history opposite the persons involved, 
embracing Samuel to below Joash for 
1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 
Chronicles.) God’s people lost their 
country because of their sins and were 
carried prisoners to Babylon. (Show 
on map.) Ezra and Nehemiah tell of 
their coming home again after seventy 
years. (Add Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 
on the 500-year line and just below, 
and the Books in the left margin. We 
shall add to this ladder in coming 


weeks.) ; 
Esther! A thrilling story hers, but 
dangerous! Her obedience to her cousin 


—who was her foster father (2:20)—and 
her prayers to God (4:15, 16) brought 
safety for herself, her cousin, and all 
her people! (Tell the dramatic story: 
how Esther became queen, Haman’s 
plot, Esther’s brave and tactful petition 
to the king, the sequel for all con- 
cerned.) 

Sometimes it will take courage and 
prayer to obey your parents. “Be 
strong and of a good courage, fear not 
... for the Lord thy God .. . will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Deut. 31: 
6, Memory Verse). Read Esther’s whole 
story in the Bible. Of course you will 
know the first seventeen books of the 
Old Testament! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever been in a foreign 

land? Perhaps your father has 
been in the army and you and your 
mother lived with him in that land. 
Or perhaps you have only visited a 
foreign country. If so, before you went 
your family doubtless received a letter 
from the President of the United States 
asking you so to live that you will be a 
credit to our country. All of the time 
that you were in the land where a flag 
other than the United States flag is 


flown, you realized that others had_ 


their eyes on you. You knew that 
whatever they thought of you, they 
thought of America. And you wanted 
them to love our country. It is not easy 
to be frowned upon or looked down on, 
as foreigners usually are. 

In the very long ago, many Jewish 
people were living in the foreign land 
of Persia. They were not living there 
because they wanted to. They were 
living there because they had been 
taken there as prisoners. In that land, 
of course, the true and living God of 
Heaven was not loved nor was He wor- 
Shiped. The life of a foreigner was not 
easy. One of the important Persian 
Princes, Haman, particularly hated 
God’s people, the Jews. Haman hated 
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the Jews so much that he hoped some 
day to get rid of them. 

The Jew whom Haman hated most 
was a man named Mordecai. Mordecai 
was a leader of his Jewish people. He 
was a good man. He was a man who 
loved God. Because of Mordecai’s sin- 
cere love for God, he was unwilling to 
bow down and do honor to Haman, as 
the rest of the people did. Bowing 
down was considered by the Jewish 
people to be an act of worshiping God. 
For Mordecai, therefore, to bow down 
would be to him a very wrong thing 
to do. His worship belonged to God 
alone. 

Wicked Haman one day convinced the 
Persian king that if the Jews were al- 
lowed to live in Persia, they would 
ruin the country. So, it was decided, 
the Jewish people should all be killed. 
What the king did not know, for she 
had never told him, was that his beau- 
tiful queen, Esther, was herself a 
Jewess. Her cousin Mordecai (he had 
reared Esther) sent word to Esther that 
if the Jews were killed, she, too, would 
be killed. It was necessary, therefore, 
for her to get the king to change his 
mind—a most unusual and unheard-of 
thing. Esther sent word to the people 
of God requesting that they pray for 
her. She knew that if she went into 
the presence of the king without his 
asking for her to come, he could kill 
her at once. Bravely, however, ‘after 


three days of. prayer, she went to him, 


telling the Jews beforehand, “If I die, 
I die.” 

She dressed herself in her nicest 
robes. Esther was beautiful indeed. 
Her face shone with a loveliness that 
God always gives to those who love 
Him wholly. God cares for His chil- 
dren who love Him. And that is why 
Esther was received kindly by the king. 
Not only did he receive her kindly, he 
promised, “Whatever you wish, I will 
give you up to half of everything I 
have.” Imagine that! Oh, the good- 
ness and love of our God! , 

“All that I want for now,” Esther 
said, “is for you and Haman to come to 
a banquet which I am going to give.” 
The king said that he would, though 
I am quite sure that he would have 
much preferred to have gone alone, 
rather than to have Haman go, too. 
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At the banquet, after the men had 
eaten well, Queen Esther told the king 
of the dreadful thing that had hap- 
pened. All of the Jews throughout all 
the area were soon to be killed. There 
was no reason for this, other than that 
one man hated them. He hated them 
increasingly because their leader, Mor- 
decai, refused to bow down and honor 
him. . “Who dared to plan this wicked- 
ness of killing the Jews?” the king de- 
manded. Quickly Esther pointed her 
finger and cried, “This man Haman.” 

The king was so angry that the jeal- 
ousy of one man could cause him to 
want to kill thousands of people, that 
he demanded that Haman be hanged 
at once. Though he could aot reverse 
the decree against the Jews, the king 
gave Mordecai full power to see that 
the Jews were prepared to defend 
themselves. When the day came, the 
Jews were victorious over their enemies. 

God cares for His own. And often 
He uses one dedicated person—as Esther 
was—to bring to pass that which had 
seemed altogether impossible. 


MILLERSYILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 536) 


1. In Persia. 

2. During her seventy years of cap- 
tivity. 

3. Xerxes. 

4. Because Mordecai refused to ren- 
der him what he thought to be adequate 
honor (Esther 3:2; 5:9). 

5. Because no one could enter his 
presence unless the royal scepter was 
extended to him; death awaited the 
person who invaded the royal privacy; 
and the king had shown no desire to 
see Esther for thirty days. 

6. By warning her of her own dan- 
ger, by intimating that God would bring 
deliverance even if she failed, and by 
challenging her to realize that perhaps 
she had been raised up for the crisis. 

7. Mordecai had previously revealed 
a plot and saved the king’s life (2:21- 
23; 6:2). 

8. Haman. 

9. In fulfillment of His ancient cov- 
enants, and ultimately to make her a 
blessing. 

10. “Lots”; 
destruction. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Israel’s deliverance from 
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An Auca Woman’s Day 
(Continued from page 534) 


vinced that the “life of Jesus” is ap- 
plicable to them, to their society, and 
that He and He alone can change their 
lives, give them purpose. Our task, 


while on the surface it may seem so 
drastically different from your daily 
round of household chores, has as its 
aim the very same thing: to know and 
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do the will of God, to live His life, and 
to show it to those around us. Jesus 
did this in the common things of life. 
You and I are called to do it, too. 

“He died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves, but unto him which died for 
them...” (2 Cor. 5:15). 


Quito, Ecuapor. 
ye 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 26 


Look What God Has Done! 

(Psa. 19:1-4; Matt. 6:26, 28-30) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International. 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. . 

HIS topic is planned for an outdoor 

meeting. However, in many places 

where Daylight Saving Time is in effect 
during the summer months, it will be 
difficult to have your young people’s 
meeting out of doors at the regular time 
before the evening church service, if 
you ,are to make it an effective camp- 
fire service. You may find it worth 
while therefore to plan to meet after 
the evening church service, or on a 
weekday night, when your group can 
gather on a quiet hillside or in a glen 
beside a brook where some of the won- 
ders of God’s creation can be observed, 
and where the distractions and noise 
of traffic will not interrupt. 


se 

If you plan to light a campfire before 
the meeting is over, be sure you have 
permission from the owners of the prop- 
erty, and that wood is collected and 
ready before the time of the meeting. 
A crisscross fire, with wood laid in.a 
square pyramid form, will furnish the 
most light for your meeting but will 
need occasional replenishing for it will 
burn down quickly. 


Plan your meeting carefully so that 
each participant will know and under- 
stand fully his or her part, and so that 
no prompting or announcements will 
be needed. Do not rush your program, 
but occasionally give time for meédita- 
tion. You may find it helpful to set 
aside sixty seconds in which the entire 
group will keep absolutely still and 
quiet and listen for some of the sounds 
of nature that may be heard. A few 
reports of what was heard may be 
given after the minute has passed. 

ve 

Choose hymns that can be sung from 
memory and without the help of in- 
struments. Keep to themes that tell of 
God’s greatness and majesty. If you 
have a musician in your group who can 
play well upon a violin or an accordion, 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


or even upon a mouth organ, use such 


a one, but be sure that he knows the. 


hymns well and can play them accept- 
ably without the help of a songbook. 
Otherwise this may prove to be a dis- 
traction rather than a help to the spirit 
of the meeting. 

we 


Use a number of the fine Scripture 


portions that tell of God the Creator 
and Sustainer and of the wonders of His 
creation. You will find some of these 
in Genesis 1:1-31; Job 5:8-10; 28:1-28; 
38:4-41; Psalm 86:8-10; 92:1-5; Colos- 
sians 1:16, 17. 
ye 

Choose from your group three or four 
individuals and ask them to tell, in a 
few words, about the most impressive 
personal experience they have had of 
God’s power and might as revealed in 
nature. Should these fall short, be pre- 
pared to supply some comments of your 
own. You will find helpful suggestions 
in the following books, which your pas- 
tor may have or which may be obtained 


from the library or may be had from 


the publishers: 
Miracles 
I. Brown, $3. 
Footprints of God, by Arthur I. 
Brown, $2.50 (Dunham Pub. Co., Box 
28, Findlay, Ohio). 
The Greatness and Grace of God, 
by Clarence H. Benson, $3 (Scripture 
Press, 1825 College Ave., Wheaton, IIl.). 


of Science, by Arthur 


Your meeting should not be brought_ 
to a close without a clear and definite 
statement that, although nature and 
God’s handiwork tell of His power and 
might and of His provision and care for 
His creatures, it is only from His writ- 
ten Word, the Bible, and from the liv- 
ing Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
man learns of God’s love and of the 


- redemption from sin provided through 


Christ’s death in our place on the cross. 
Only these tell us of God’s provision 
for the joy of sins forgiven here and 
now, and for an eternity of blessing in 
His presence, where the marvels of His 
creation will be more fully revealed 
and understood and enjoyed. 


God is Love, 
I feel it in the air around me. 
God is Love, 
I see it in the sky above me. 
God is Love, 
All nature doth agree; 
But the greatest proof of His love to me 
23 Calvary. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


yw 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Jesus Was Their Friend. By Zelpha 
Henderson. (The Warner Press, An- 
derson, Ind., $1.95.) It is wonderful to 
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- Lesson for July 26 


. have a best friend, and youngsters who 


wish they knew more about Jesus as 


their Friend will find in these eighteen . 


stories that which brings the Saviour 
very close. They will hear whispered 
‘in the ear of the Lord Jesus, “Be careful 
about going to the house of Zacchaeus 
or he’ll steal the sandals off your feet.” 
They will see Stephen standing in the 
Temple with that glory light from the 
risen Lord shinirig on his upturned face. 
They will run away from home with 
Onesimus until in an underground se- 
cret meeting he finds the Christ of his 
master, Philemon. Each story is built 
around a full-page picture in color and 
the book’s general make-up is excep- 
tional. 


Planned Youth Programs:for Juniors, 
Nos. 1 and 2; Planned Youth Programs 
for Junior Hi’s, Nos. 1 and 2; and 
Planned Youth Programs for Senior 
His, Nos. 1 and 2. Compiled by 


- George Santa. (Zondervan Pub. House, 


Grand Rapids 6, Mich., each $1, paper.) 
It would be difficult to describe fully 
these six carefully prepared and beau- 
tifally printed books for workers with 
young people. The material is also 
fresh and new in its presentation. All 
the programs are thoroughly spiritual 
and true to Scripture, bright, interest- 
ing, and original, and -well adapted to 
each age group. There are many il 
lustrations and an amazing array of 
program ideas sufficient for a.long pe- 
riod of time. One unusual feature calls 
for’ special mention—the books, well 
printed and on good quality paper, are 
not bound in the usual manner, but 
the leaves are fastened together with 
wire staples that can easily be removed. 
This permits the use of duplicate sheets 
by several workers at the same time. 


- The Minister’s Library Handbook. By 
Jay Smith. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 
16; $2.50.) “Books are made for man 
and not man for books.” “There is no 
excuse for failure to prepare adequately 


- for the teaching of the Word- of God. 


“Before the minister comes out of the 
Seminary this book should be in his 
hands. He will find here described the 
world of books and’ will be thankful 
that the wisdom of the ages has been 
preserved for his use. Very soon this 
young minister should: learn that “a 
library is more than an accumulation 
of books.” “There is little real value 
in having an immense library.” The 
Preacher should carefully study his 
needs and there should be systematic. 
Planning in securing the proper tools. 
Excellent advice for organizing the li- 
brary is given, so that, when the ser- 
mon is being prepared, time will not be 
lost in finding the material he knows 
he has “somewhere.” The minister’s 
study comes in for its share of careful 
Planning. Most ministers who read this 
Carefully prepared book will wish they, 
had had it sooner. 


Mystery Ranch. By Gertrude Chand- 
ler Warner. (Albert Whitman & Co., 
Chicago 6; $2.50.) Grandfather was 
cross. He had received a letter that 
Said that his sister, Aunt Jane, was be- 
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coming impossible to live with, so her 
housekeeper was leaving. He could not 
hire another, for Aunt Jane would not 
allow it—she would not even speak to 
him. But Jessie and Violet knew what 
to do—they would go and stay with 
Aunt Jane through the summer. They 
would love her into being kind and 
pleasant. Their plan must have suc- 
ceeded, for after a few weeks the old 
lady became willing for Henry and 
Benny also to come, and with them 
Watch, the dog. After Aunt Jane had 
willed her ranch to the four children, 
startling discoveries were made regard- 
ing its black and yellow rocks. And 
Aunt Jane softened up so much that she 
actually sent for Grandfather and hum- 
bly asked his sesh in } ae the valu- 
able ore. 


Simple Object . Lessons for Special 
Days and Occasions. 
Dorothy Pentecost.. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 50 cents, 
paper.) This little book presents in 
attractive form a number of brief and 
interesting messages for the Sunday 
school teacher or other worker with 
children.. The objects to be used are 
interesting also, and are usually things 
readily obtainable. The talks or les- 
sons are brief, practical, and truly spir- 
itual and thoroughly Scriptural. 


ve 


Children at Home 


God Cared den Her 


By Laura C. Trachsel 
Founded on fact 


HERE she stood in the water, a girl 

eleven years old and the daughter 
of a washerman in India. Her wet sari 
clung :to her legs and her long braid 
fell over her shoulder as she bent to 
slap the garments on a big rock in the 
stream. “Washing, washing, always 
washing,” thought little Kamala. The 
sun beat down on her back; her arms 
achéd with the wringing and the wring-, 


-ing of the garments. 


“Why must I work so hard?” she 
mused. But the answer was self-evi- 
dent: there were so many mouths to 
feed at home; she could not read, so 
this was.the only work ‘she could do 
well. 

The slapping was done so Kamala 
dipped the garments into the thick 
bluing and then spread them: on the 
bushes and ground to dry. The trousers 
and thicker pieces she hung on a rope 
line. No clothespins were needed for 
Kamala’ cleverly twisted two ropes to- 
gether and the clothes hung securely. 


She settled herself for a little rest on 
the bank but just then she heard the 
jangling bells of her father’s donkey. 
She knew that meant two more big 
bags of dirty clothes, for did not the 
donkey always carry two huge bags? 
There was nothing to do but start all 
over again. The sun was hotter now, 
the water muddy, and her arms ached 
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more painfully. Would she ever be 
through? At last she could sit still 
under the banyan tree and watch the 
clothes while they dried. 

Now Kamala wondered and won- 
dered as one wonders about. many 
things. Inside her heart there were 
many questions such as these: Who 
made that myna bird over there in the 
neem tree? Who made the flame-of- 
the-forest tree? Was there anyone in 
all the world who cared that she was 
a low caste girl? Did God make some 
people to be Brahmins and then make 
washermen and others in the untouch- 
able caste? Who was God, and what 
was He like? 

Evening was. swiftly approaching, so 
her watching and wondering was 
changed to a hasty gathering of the dry 
clothes. Her father had just returned 
with the. donkey so the two big bags of 
clean clothes were soon on its back. 
They set off on the beaten path through 
the fields toward the village. Shadows 
were creeping past the palm trees; 
crows flapped their noisy. way to the 
trees in the village; bullock carts loaded 
with tired farmers and primitive farm 
implements creaked on the road toward 
the village; a little goat herder with 
stick in hand skillfully guided his black 
flock home; cows and buffaloes ambled 
along. Some: had painted horns and 
others had fancy brass tips or bells on 
theirs. They seemed to realize that 
they were sacred and their lives would 
not be taken violently in this land. 

At last Kamala, the father, and the 
donkey arrived home at the windowless, 
thatched adobe house. There were no 
lights in the darkness. On very special 
occasions the small brass lamps would 
be filled with castor oil and the tiny 
floating string wicks would be lighted 
and then there would be pinpoints of 
light in the heavy darkness of the hut. 
But tonight there were no lights so they 
all sat on mats outside the door to cool 
off. The family was listlessly silent; it 
was hot and there was nothing to say. 
None of them could read so they had 
no néw thing of which to speak. 

Suddenly they heard singing. Yes, 
there was the group, dressed in white 
and praying and preaching as well as 
singing. What could it mean?- There 
was much mention of someone called 
“Jesus” and much talk of “love” and a 
“God of love.” Kamala’s wondering 
heart began to receive answers to her 
questions, and as. the group came again 
and again to the village she grew in 
her thirst for God. At-last she found 
Christ as the supreme answer to her 
heart’s need. Life still. consisted of 
washing clothes, but now Jesus gave 
her a song. 

But Kamala stood alone in her fam- 
ily. Would they ever turn—ever be- 
lieve in her God? 

One day a great nein lashed down 
on the countryside just as the clothes 
were put out to dry. All her hard work 
would soon be of no avail. 

Kamala threw herself on the ground 
and prayed, “Oh, Father, I am your 
daughter. Thy love and Thy power 
have been toward me. Please stop the 
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storm so the clothes will be safe.” 

Her real God answered in a real way: 
in five ‘minutes’ time the great storm 
had passed. 

The family knew of the prayer as- 
cending from the prostrate form and 
they marveled at the passing of the 
storm. “Our gods could never make a 
storm pass so quickly,” they whispered 
to one another. 

And so it came about that Kamala 
led her family to church the next Sun- 
day and, after much listening and think- 
ing and wondering, they, too, as. a 
family, joined Kamala in taking Christ 
as their personal Saviour. 


Marron, IND. 
















“This is one 
of the most 
fascinating 
books of life 
and ddventure 
that | have 
ever read'’* 


Two Thousand 


ce Oe 7 


By ETHEL E. WALLIS 
and MARY A. BENNETT 


The inspiring, true adventures of 
800 gallant and dedicated Wycliffe 
Bible Translators as they press 
toward their Everest-like goal of 
bringing the Word of God in their 
own languages to the 2,000 “un- 
bibled” tribes in the jungle out- 
posts of the world. 


“A twentieth-century Acts of the 
Apostles. The journeys are not to 
found churches in Asia Minor, as 
Paul’s were, but in Indian tribes 
in Mexico and South America... 
something new and gripping on 
almost every page.” 
—+* DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, 
Editor-in-Chief, Eternity 
“As amazing a story of greatly 
needed pioneer work in the spread- 
ing of the Gospel as this centu 
of world-wide missionary wor 
has seen.”—WILBUR M. SMITH 
82 pages of photographs 
86 line drawings. End-paper maps 
$3.95 
At your bookseller 
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For Family Worship _ 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


July 20 to 26 


Mon.—Esther 3:1, 2, 8-13. 
Haman’s Evil Scheme. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Letters were 
sent by posts into all the king’s prov- 
inces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to 
perish, all Jews, both young and old, 
little children and women, in one day.” 
Many schemes of this sort have ap- 
peared down the centuries. Whether 
in Egypt, Shushan, or in Europe, the 
same satanic spirit prompted the mur- 
derous plots. Herod’s plot against the 
babes in Bethlehem was from the 
Wicked One. But God, whom they for- 
got, had the last word. Days ahead, 
according to prophecy, shall be even 
more frightful for the Jews (see Rev. 
12:17). Pray very earnestly for Israel 
in these days of growing prosperity. 


Tues.—Esther 4:1-9. 
Esther Asked To Help. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And who know- 
eth whether thou art come to the king- 
dom for such a time as this?” (v. 14.) 
In the providence of God, Esther, the 
queen of Ahasuerus, had come to the 
kingdom in a time of great crisis. The 
fate of Israel in that land seemed doomed 
by the wicked treachery of Haman. The 
hope of salvation for God’s chosen peo- 
pie then turned upon the pivot of 
prayer. God changes things in answer 
to prayer. “My help cometh from the 
Lord, which made heaven and earth” 
(Psa. 121:2). Intercession is the best 
way to face up to the threat of ruin- 
ation. Pray for God’s glorious way of 
escape from evils that threaten you. 


Wed.—Esther 4:10-17. 
Prayer for Success. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mordecai went 
his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him.” Prayer is 
hot specifically mentioned in connection 
with the fasting, but it is doubtless to 
be understood that it would be its ac- 
companiment. It is clear that they 
were all looking up to God from whom 
the needed salvation must come. You, 
too, can do better business at the throne 
of grace than anywhere else. Keep 
clearly in mind the difference between 
God, the agent in salvation, and man 
who may be used in saving men from 
sin and from trouble. It is God who 
worketh all in all. Pray for a deeper 
sense of your dependence upon God 
for that which pertains to godliness 
and success. ; 
Thurs.—Esther 5:1-5. 

A Queen’s Request. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS;: “What wilt thou, 
queen Esther? and what is thy re- 
quest?” Esther had the greatest op- 








The Devil always wins when he 
breaks our assurance—J. H. Jowett. 
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portunity of her life and made good 
use of it. After the three days of 
fasting and prayer, she did her best 
and God accepted it. Success with 
God insures success with men. Esther 
and other Bible characters succeeded 
with God before they prevailed with 
men. Our failure to get the hand of 
God to move for us in our time is un- 
doubtedly because we give to the Lord 
that which costs us nothing. The Lord’s 
eyes are over us always. He knows 
how interested we are in the things 
which please Him. Pray that you may 
seek the face of God sincerely and 
sacrificially. 


Fri.—Esther 17:1-6, 10; 8:1, 2. 
“ The Plot Foiled. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “They hanged 
Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then was the 
king’s wrath pacified.” Haman dug a 
pit for the Jews and fell into it him- 
self. God’s law of sowing and reaping 
is in operation, bringing rewards to the 
righteous and judgment to the wicked. 
It is true that some escape God’s wrath 
for their sins, but it will come in etet- 
nity (see 1 Tim. 5:24, 25). This is the 
kind of Bible story that takes 
strongly upon the mind of a child 
The fact that people get what is com- 
ing to them persists. Make use of this 
fact in teaching the Bible to- children. 
Pray for greater awareness of thg. juse 
tice of God. A 


Sat.—Psalm 1:1-6. 
The Righteous and the Wicked. 
PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “The Lord know- 
eth the way of the righteous: but the 
way of the ungodly shall perish.” Bless- 
ing is promised to the righteous, but 
evil shall pursue the sinner. This fact 
never more needed emphasis with chil- 
dren than right now. Let it never. be 
forgotten that the greatest doctrines of 
the Bible are understandable by even 
little children. They all know we must . 
have God’s Word before we can obey 
God’s Word. They well understand the 
operation of the law of cause and ef- 
fect—that growing trees must have suit-° 
able soil, sunshine, and moisture to be 
fruitful. The Bible is the great neces- 
sity of everyone. With it life can be: 
good; without it in life and*practice, it 
will be evil (vv. 1, 3, 6). Pray for 
firmness of purpose to do as Psalm 1 
directs. 


Sun.—Proverbs 3:27-35. Plan No Evil. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNs: “Devise not evil 
against thy neighbour, seeing he dwell- 
eth securely by thee.” Selfishness is 
the common sin of humanity. As Paul 
says, “All seek their own” (Phil. 2:21). 
If you do not believe this, just act on 
this principle for one day. You will 
soon see that very few people seek the 
things that please God. Thank Him 
for what His grace does in a real be- 
liever. “Love ... seeketh not her own 
... never faileth” and is the greatest 
of God’s graces bestowed in the heart 
of man (see 1 Cor. 13:5, 8). The love 
of God in the heart rules: out selfish- 
ness. Pray that your soul may be 
filled with Calvary love. ' 














